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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OMAHA : 

The seventh section of the Act providing for the 
establishment and maintenance of free pubHc libraries and 
reading rooms by cities and towns, provides that " the 
library board shall on or before the second Monday of 
June, in each year, make a report to the city or town 
council of the condition of their trust on the first day of 
June in such year, showing all moneys received or ex- 
pended; the number of books and periodicals on hand; 
newspapers and current literature subscribed for or donated 
to the reading room department; the number of books and 
periodicals ordered by purchase, gift, or obtained during the 
year, and the number lost or missing ; the number of 
visitors attending ; the number of and character of books 
loaned or issued, with such statistics, information and 
suggestions as they may deem of general interest, or as 
the city or town council may require; which report shall- 
be verified by the proper officers of said board." 

Appended hereto will be found a full tabulated state- 
ment containing all the specific information called for by 
the foregoing act. In compliance, however, with the con- 
cluding clauses of the section, it has been thought proper, 
in view of our rapidly increasing population, and the 
consequent number of residents who are unacquainted with 
the history, growth or present capacity of our library, to 
place before our citizens somewhat more at length and in 
a more accessible form, information not hitherto readily 
attainable. 
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ROOMS. 

The library has for thirteen months past occupied the 
second and third stories of the building 1505 and 1507 
Douglas Street. The crowded state of the rooms occupied 
by it before its removal to the present building rendered 
some change a necessity; but, as has been the case with 
each previous increase of accommodations, it is found that 
the additional space afforded is almost immediately strained 
to its utmost capacity. The book-shelves, the reading and 
reference tables are now at certain hours of the day 
inconveniently crowded ; and if we judge by past experience 
we can assume that double our present accommodations 
would in a short period double the number of our patrons. 

It is understood that the present plans for a city hall 
include provisions for a library. While rooms in this 
building, if well arrangtffl and sufficiently commodious and 
accessible, will perhaps for a season afford relief, it is evident 
that in a very few years, if Omaha is to maintam in literary 
and scientific matters the prominence she is easily assuming 
in commercial and educational affairs, a separate building 
will be needed for our books and other reading matter. 
How such a structure is to be provided — whether by the 
action of your body, by subscriptions from her citizens, or 
the munificence of some wealthy individual, the future only 
can show. It is certain, however, that all efforts hitherto 
to obtain private aid for such a purpose have been thwarted 
by the feeling that the tax granted by your body is amply 
sufficient for all the wants of such an institution. How 
erroneous such an opinion is, a glance at the subjoined 
reports will show. 

BOOKS. 

The whole number of volumes in the library on the 
first instant was 14,237. This number, however, includes 
720 books which, having in the last and previous years been 
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worn out by handling, and condemned, are not now among 
those lent. For a detailed statement of net increase, books 
lost and stolen, number lent, attendance at reading room, 
and kindred subjects, attention is invited to the elaborate 
report of the librarian, hereto annexed. The number above 
given enables our city to compare favorably, so far as we 
are enabled to judge from the reports of similar institutions 
with other cities of the same population. But there are 
many reasons why a city like Omaha should possess a 
collection of books much greater than a place of 8o,ooo 
inhabitants in the East. There are but few private libraries 
of any extent. We have an unusual proportion of young 
men, recent comers, unmarried and without relatives. To 
a great majority of these a well selected library is a boon 
which none can appreciate but those who have had similar 
experiences. 

Those interested in libraries throughout the country 
have frequently been disheartened by observing how great 
a proportion of the volumes borrowed are from the de- 
partment of fiction. The report of our librarian shows 
that about eighty per cent of the books taken out last year 
were novels. But the writers of this report can assure 
your honorable body that the book committee of the board 
have taken spccialcare that the fiction supplied shall be 
such as shall not only not demoralize any class of readers, 
but shall, if possible, tend to elevate and improve them. It 
is believed to be true that boys should read a good class 
of novels rather than that they should not read at all ; ' 
and a taste for reading created in this way will not prob- 
ably be satisfied long with the mental food j such books 
provide. It may be noted, also, that the percentage given 
above is probably to some extent misleading. Many 
rea:lers resort to the city library for their fiction only, 
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when their histories, books of science and poetry, religious 
and biographical works, are purchased and become part of 
their private collections. 

SALARIES. 
This subject would not be alluded to were it not that 
during the past year one or two gentlemen, not now 
members of your body, have seen fit to characterize the 
expenditure of this board for the services of its librarians 
as wasteful and inexcusable extravagance. Standing behind 
a railing, it was said, and handing out books to those who 
inquire for them, are occupations for which suitable persona 
could easily be obtained at wages of a dollar a day. It 
is believed that these and similar criticisms will never he 
made by those who have at all examined the workings of 
our library system. As well might it be claiined that 
meeting one or two evenings a week, and voting on a few 
ordinances or resolutions, would be amply paid by the 
same amount. The members of a city council are selected 
because they are men of experience, integrity and sound 
common sense. These are qualifications which must be 
paid for. The duties of a competent librarian are by no 
means confined to the distribution of books. He must be 
able to tell without reference to the catalogues what books 
are in the library ; what books treat of any given subject, 
and what course of reading would be appropriate to a 
person seeking such information. He must be a shrewd 
and careful buyer. He must have moral force enough tc 
preserve order and quiet among a rough and lawless set 
of boys whom it is above all things desirable to attract 
to our reading room. He must be thoroughly acquainted 
with current periodical literature. He must be a competent 
cataloguer. He must be affable, patient and good tempered. 
And, above all, his honesty and integrity must be absolutely 
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spotless. When all these things are considered, and when, 
moreover, it is understood that the expense of distributing 
the books in the Omaha PubHc Library is less than that 
of any city of its size which has come under the notice 
of this board, we feel sure that the charges alluded to will 
hardly be regarded as sustained, 

OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

The library was established in 1877, and at first found 
ample accommodations in two small rooms, about twenty 
feet square, in the upper story of a wooden store on 
Dodge Street. Without any large donations, such as have 
filled the shelves of those magnificent structures which are 
the boast of eastern cities ; without any special public 
interest; without any sudden change, it has steadily grown 
in importance, size, and as we confidently affirm in useful- 
ness. Libraries are not now the resort of the rich, the 
unoccupied, or the studious only. They supply a popular 
demand ; they co-operate with and supplement our public 
schools ; they guide and direct the tastes of boys and 
girls, which, if left uninfluenced, might lead to countless 
mischiefs and dangers. " The problem of self-government," 
says a prominent clergyman, " at which this nation is 
working, can not be wrought out to a successful conclusion 
unless the people possess the requisite intelligence, and the 
free library is a mighty help in that direction." 

We believe that our own library is already a proof of 
this assertion. Tlie fact that more than eighty thousand 
volumes were taken out last year ; that the reading room 
is never empty, and often over-crowded; that more than 
thirty-five thousand visits have been made to the reference 
tables since our last report ; that there is a perceptibly 
increased demand, especially among railway employees, for 
works on mechanics and the applied arts, — ali these lead 
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to the conclusion that the money spent on tliis institution 
benefits a larger number and does more good than any 
other portion of the public funds. 

Within the last few weeks printed forms of requests 
for the purchase of books not found on our shelves have 
been provided, and citizens wishing for works of general 
interest and value which have not yet been procured, are 
invited to fill out these blanks and deposit them in the 
box conveniently placed for that purpose. 

The suggestion made in our last report of a museum 
of Indian, Aztee and pre-liistoric curiosities as an instruct- 
ive and important adjunct to our library, met with many 
prompt and gratifying responses, but want of space has 
prevented such an increase in this branch as is desirable. 

To supply our rapidly increasing population with 
reading matter we need more room, more help in the 
library, a card catalogue, more books, more pamphlets, 
more newspapers and more money. The councils of 
former years have uniformly, as official bodies, evinced a 
high appreciation of the importance of this factor in a 
good city government. We presume that this interest will 
not now be withheld. But we ask, in addition, personal 
visits from its members, criticisms upon our work and 
upon the conduct of our business, and that iamiliarity 
with our rooms which we believe can not fail to lead to 
renewed interest in our success. 

The same invitation is extended to business and wealthy 
men generally. When some rich and generous citizen who 
has seen his bit of prairie growing into a fabulous value 
and covered with temples of commerce, shall realize that 
he can pay the debt he owes to Omaha in no better way 
than by erecting a building for her books, the real work 
and usefulness of the library will commence. 

James W. Savage, 
President of the Board of Directors. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



mm. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

president of public libbab7 board, 
Sir; 

The following statement shows the amount of 
money expended for the maintenance of the Public Library 
and Reading Rooms for the year ending June ist, 1886: 

BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For Books Purchased $2,974.56 

" Binding and Re-binding 422 .40 

" Periodicals 348.60 

" Insurance 60.00 

$3,805-56 

BUILDING ACCOUNT. 

For Rent $1,299.96 

" Gas 273.12 

" Furniture and Improvements 294 . 7 7 

$1,867.85 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and -Assistants $ii9S9-76 

Janitor 182.50 

— $2,142-26 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, Stationery and Postage $ 218.72 

Ice, Matches, Brooms, etc 20.65 

Cartage and Miscellaneous 18.62 

$257.99 

$8,073.66 
Very respectfully, 

Lewis S. Reed, 

Omaha, June 14th. 1886. Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 



Omaha, Nebraska. June 7, 1886. 

70 THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OMAHA PUBLIC LIBRARY: 
Miss Poppleton A^D GENTI.EME^ : 

I have the honor to herewith submit the Ninth 
Annual Report, giving the work and statistics of the Library 
for the official year ending May 31st, 1886. 

BOOKS. 

The present number of volumes in the Library is 
14,237. The number entered in the accession catalogue 
during the year was 1,898, of which 1,604 were additions 
by purchase, 42 by binding periodicals, and 252 by dona- 
tion. Of the latter, 240 were gifts of the Public Departments 
at Washington, while I3 volumes and 104 magazines were 
given by private parties. 

Among the donations to the Library, 146 volumes of 
the Congressional Globe and Record were especially wel- 
come, as they nearly complete our set from the first to 
the forty-eighth Congress. 

The number of volumes worn out and condemned 
was 364 — 130 being English Prose Fiction, 164 Juvenile, 
I Biography, i History and 6 Serials. 

Lost and stolen books, 6. 

BOOK-BORROWERS. 

The number of " First Series " or new registrations 
was 1,643 > " Second Series " or renewals, 382, making a 
total of 2,025 cards issued, an increase over the preceding 
year of 25 per cent. 
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CIHCULATIOIV, 

The circiilatiiii^ departmiint has bten open for the 
delivery of books 307 days during the year, and 80,090 
volumes have betn taken for home use. The daily average 
was 261, which is an increase of 2S per cent over the 
circulation of the preccdin;r yer^.r, when it was 60,907, with 
a daily average of 204, 

The largest number of books issued on one day wa;; 
595. March 6th. 1886, and tlie smallest number issued on 
one day was 65, Januaiy 8th, i8!^6. March is the month 
during which tlic most books are read, with February next in 
order. From this time the circulation decreases until it 
reaches its minimum in June. 

The circulation and daily average, month by month, is 
shown by the following table; 
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The following table shows the percentage for the past 
year, and for the three previous years, in the seven classes 
of books of which a record has been kept : 



Poetry and Drama .... 

Science 

Essays and Miscellanies 

History 

Voyages and Travels . . 

Biography 

Prose Fiction, Juveniles 



iSSs-Sa. 



79-5 



1883-84. 



83-2 



RECEIPTS. 

The receipts for the year were — from fines $461.20, 
from the sale of Finding Lists $57.15, and from subscriptions 
$8.00; a total of $526.35. This is an increase of 20 per 
cent over the preceding year. 

REFER ENCE DEPARTMENT. 

More commodious rooms have benefitted no department 
more than the Reference. Increased shelf room and the 
accessibility of the books have resulted not only in an 
increase in the number of visitors, but in the length of 
time spent by each at the tables. The estimated daily 
average attendance for eight months in tlie year was 135 ; 
for the summer months 50, making a total of 35,255. 
The great want is for more of the periodicals to which 
reference is made in Poole's Lulex to Periodical Literature. 
BEADINU BOOM. 

The Reading Room continues to maintain its popularity. 
It was open to the public 359 days during the year, with 
an average daily attendance of 275, or a total attendance 
of 98.725. 
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Tl.e reading room is supplied with 93 serials, showing 
a gain of 79 per cent. Eighty are purchased and 13 
donated. Fifty-four are periodicals and 39 are newspapers. 
Of the latter, 17 are dailies, 20 weeklies, and z semi- week lies. 

The periodicals comprise 25 monthlies, 26 weeklies, i 
fortnightly, and 2 bi-monthlies. 

R ECA PITULATIOK. 

Number of visitors to the book department 80,090 

Number of visitors to the reference department. .35,255 

Number of visitors to the reading room 98,725 

214,070 

Although the above figures arii very satisfactory, 
sh'JA'ing as they do the growth of the Library, we feel 
that the circulation should have -been higher both in 
quantity and quality. 

The low state of the temperature, in the rooms during 
January and February made even a short stay uncomfort- 
able, and precluded the idea of any research. As a result 
there was a noticeable decrease in the number of visitors, 
and a falling off in all classes of circulation except Fiction 
and Juveniles. 

One great cause of the advance made in the past 
year is the change to more commodious, accessible and 
pleasant rooms. The central location enables many busi- 
ness men to take advantage of the Reading Room, and 
the easy access causes many to become active borrowers, 
who in the old rooms were unable even to enter the Library. 

It is hoped that the present year will witness the 
beginning of the card catalogue, the publication of a 
Supplementary Finding List, and the introduction of a 
more minute classification. 

With sincere thanks to the Directors for their interest 
and co-operation, I respectfully submit this report. 

Jessie Allan, 

Librarian. 



SERIALS IN THE READING ROOM. 



DAILIES. 

Omaha Bee ( 2 copies ). Omaha Herald ( z copies ). 

Omaha Republican ( 2 copies }. Omaha World ( z copies ), 
Boston Advertiser. Chicago Inter-Ocean. 



Chicago Times. 
Cincinnati Enquirer. 
New York Sun 
Philadelphia Times. 



Chicago Tribune. 

New York Graphic. 

New York World. 

St. I^uis 01 obe- Democrat, 



SEMI- WEEK LIES. 

New York Tribune, Watchman. 



WEEKLIES. 



American Architect. 

Army and Navy Journal. 

Central Christian Advocate. 

Christian Hour. 

Commercial Record. 

Die Garten la ube. 

Engineer. 

Frank Leslie's Ulus. Weekly. 

Harper's Weekly. 

John Swinton's Paper. 

Knights of Labor. 

Law and Order. 

Literary World. 

London Architect. 

London Times. 

Nation. 

Nature. 

New Orleans Times- Democrat. 



Machinist 
Atlanta Constitution 
Chicago Express. 
Christian Register. 
Critic. 



Forest and Stream. 

Harper's Uazar. 

Harper's Young Peoiile. 

Kansas Cily Sun and Globe, 

Labor Enquirer. 

Life. 

Littell's Living .\ge. 

London Graphic. 

Madir^on ( Neb,) Chronicle, 

Nat'l City Record (San Diego), 

Nebraska Watchman, 

Omaha Excelsior. 
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(serials im THE HEADING BOOM.) 

Patent Office Gazette. 

Science. 

Scientific Amer'n Supplemeni 

Washington Star. 

Woman's Tribune. 



— WEEKLIES. 
Saturday Review. 
Scientific American. 
Ueber Land und Meer. 
Western Newspaper Union. 
Youth's Companion. 



FOHTNIGHTLY. 

Revue des deux Mondes. 



MOIBTHLIES. 



American Builder 

and Woodworker. 
Atlantic. 

Cassell's Magazine o( Art. 
Edinburgh Review. 
Fortnightly Review. 
Library Journal. 
Lippincott's Magazine. 
Mind. 

North American Review. 
Popular Science Monthly. 
Sunday Magazine. 
Van Nostrand's Engineering 



American History, Magazine of 
Blackwood's 

Edinburgh Magazine. 
Century { 2 copies ). 
English Illustrated Magazine. 
Harper's Magazine ( 2 copies). 
Library Magazine. 
Literary News. 
Nineteenth Century. 
Outing. 

Saint Nicholas, 
Unitarian Review. 
Magazine. 



BI-UOmTHLY. 

Princeton Review. 
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State of Uebrasha, ) 

Douglas County. ^ 

James W. Savage, President, and Lewis S. Seed, Secretary, 
of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Library, being 
severally duly sworn, say, and each for himself says, that the 
foregoing report is true, as he verily believes. 

James W. Savage. 
Lewis S. Reed. 

Signed in my presence, and sworn to before me 
this 14th day of June, 1S88. 

BvRON Reed, 

Notary Public. 
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Tenth PInnusl Report. 



TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OMAHA : 

Pursuant to the Act of the Legislature of this State 
providing for the establishment and maintenance of 
free Public Libraries and Reading Rooms by cities and 
towns, the undersigned, on behalf of the library board, 
has the honor to submit the following report of the 
condition of the trust on the 1st day of June, 1887. 

Detailed reports of the secretary of our board and 
the librarian will show in compact form our expendi- 
tures for the past year, the increase of the library, its 
circulation and various other statistics w'.iich it is 
believed will be of interest to those who have watched 
the progress of the institution in past years. 

HOOIHS. 

The library is still confined to the quarters which 
it has occupied for the past two years. These rooms 
are centrally located, and are procured at a reasonable 
rent. But hardly anything else can be said in their 
favor. They are so inefficiently warmed as to be 
useless for some two or three of the coldest weeks of 
the year. The books have so encroached upon the 
space heretofore given to students and readers that it 
has become utterly inadequate for the wants of snch 
an institution as ours. It is at times inconveniently 
crowded; and the board is of the opinion that if the 
library is to maintain any fair place among kindred 
establishments, a detached building, fire-proof, large 
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enough to accommodate five or six times our present 
number of books, with provisions for rooms to be 
devoted to other purposes, such as are hereinafter 
suggested, and capable of indefinite expansion, will be 
absolutely necessary. 

Unless such accommodations are furnished, the li- 
brary has almost reached the limit of its usefulness. 

The board has for a long time believed that it 
would be an excellent thing for the city to designate 
Jefferson Square as the site for a library building. 
Various projects have from time to time been sug- 
gested as to the use to be made of the square, and 
it seems now to appear that the council desires it to 
remain substantially in its present condition like a 
small park. To set apart sufficient ground in the 
center, and erect a neat fire-proof structure for the 
use of the library would be likely to add to, rather than 
detract from the beauty of the premises ; and the 
open space about the building would be almost as 
useful and available for park purposes as the whole 
square now is. 

It may be that owners of lots opposite to and 
fronting on Jefferson Square would have a right to 
oppose the erection of any building thereon, but it is 
probable, in order to encourage so desirable an im- 
provement, that all objections would be waived. 

As a business proposition the city can well afford 
to expend the monej' that a building would cost 
and save the rent now paid for library rooms. 
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The want of suitable apartments has prevented any 
further steps toward the formation of a musetim of 
curiosities pertaining to early Western history and pre- 
historic ages. The responses to our suggestions look- 
ing toward such an enterprise in our last report were 
so general and favorable that we believe but little 
difficulty would be experienced in establishing a highly 
useful and instructive collection of memorials of the 
past, were it possible for us to provide suitable re- 
ceptacles for them. At present, however, we should 
find it difficult to store the contributions which have 
been promised, and impossible so to display them as 
to make them either instructive or attractive. Such 
a museum, with sufficient space, could now be easily 
collected. But every year readers the procurement 
of weapons, clothing and articles illustrative of In- 
dian life and manners more and more difficult. In 
another generation it will be impossible to secure 
many things which now would be readily given to 
us if we would receive and care for them. Posterity 
can fairly hold us responsible if we neglect to hand 
down the means of exhibiting phases of our history 
now fast passing into oblivion. 

The population of our city has largely increased 
since our last report. Its wealth has more than 
doubled in the same time. The accommodations for 
our books remain precisely the same as they were 
one year ago. We believe that the time has come 
when it is incumbent upon us to recognize the fact that 
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we have emerged from the condition of a village to 
that of a city, and should provide accordingly for the 
wants of our readers and students. 

ART COLLECTIONS. 

It would not be difficult either, with increased 
room-space, to provide for frequent exhibitions of such 
works of art as cou'd be entrusted to the library 
by private owners, or given to it by munificent donors, 
like those who have recently enriched the galleries of 
several of our Eastern cities. The importance of such 
exhibitions can hardly be over-rated. The formation 
of a correct taste in one domain of art influences all 
other departments of its realm. The effect of a 
thoroughly good gallery of paintings and statuary 
w^onld soon appear in more elaborate dwellings, finer 
public buildings, and improved styles of architecture 
throughout our city. Increased beauty would give it 
increased attractiveness, and that in turn would add 
to our population and our wealth. 

We earnestly recommend, therefore, that early steps 
be taken to provide a building for the uses of such 
an institution as we have suggested, which shall com- 
bine the advantages of a library, reading room, mu- 
seum and picture gallery. 

CONTROL OF EXPENDITURES. 

The statute of our state relative to libraries pro- 
vides that the directors "shall have exclusive con- 
trol of expenditures of all monies collected or donated 
to the credit of the library fund;" and also that 
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such fund "shall be drawn upon by the proper offi- 
<;er8, upon the authenticated vouchers of the library 
board." In view of these provisions, several members 
of the city council of last year desired that war- 
a-ants upon the fund should be drawn directly by the 
officers of the library, and objected to being held 
responsible for such drafts, where they had no direct 
supervision over the expenditures. When a change 
was suggested, however, it was found that the city 
ordinances required that "all funds appropriated, taxes 
collected, or monies received from any source, for the 
support and maintenance of said library and reading 
room, shall be received and kept by the city treasurer 
of said city, and shall be paid out by him only, upon 
warrants drawn by the city council." To avoid any 
apparent conflict between the statute and the ordinance, 
and also to obviate the objection which some members 
of the council may have to the performance of the mere 
ministerial duty of drawing warrants on the Hbrarj- 
fund, certain amendments to Chapter 25 of the Com- 
piled Ordinances of the City of Omaha have been pre- 
pared and offered for your approval. It will however, 
we trust, be understood that the board of directors does 
not seek to enlarge its powers or add to its respon- 
sibilities; and is not anxious for the passage of such 
amendments unless your honorable body should itself 
desire it. 



The report of the librarian, which is appended 
hereto, will be found to present in compact form all 
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the statistics and inforinatioTi called for by the legis- 
lature relative to books, periodicals and visitors. The 
board believes that an examination of it will show a 
gratifying increase, not only in the number, but in the 
charactei- (rf the volumes purchased and perused dur- 
ing' the past year. Of ccnirse, fiction still easily pre- 
dominates over all other classes, but as the resources 
of the library become known, there is a regularly 
i.icreasing call for the solid^r works in all depart- 
ments of knowledge. 

CATALOGUES. 

One great difficulty experienced bj- all librarians 
has been to keep their stores properly exposed to 
popular examination. Hardly is a catalogue printed 
before purchases and other changes render it almost 
valueless. To meet this obstacle the card-catalogue 
was suggested, the primary idea of which is to have 
the titles printed or written on cards suitable, and 
systematically arranged so that any accessions can 
be immediately noted. Mr. Charles Evans was em- 
ployed by us a few months ago to prepare such a 
catalogue and put it in working order. His descrip- 
tion o{ the practical operation and advantages of 
such a method of cataloguing can not fail to be of 
interest to all who are concerned in books, and is 
therefore quoted here. 

" A good card- catalogue of a library is of the same impor- 
tance as a good index to a book. 

Its aim and purpose is to be an index of the contents of the 
library. In its use it is a time-saver. It shows at a glance 
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what the library possesses. It is a necessicy for a ^afe adminis- 
tration of the library te guard against duplication. It answers, 
as in no other manner can be answered, the oft repeated ques- 
tions; What books by any particular author are the.e in ihc 
library? Have yoa a book of a particular title in the hbrary, 
whose author's name I have forgotten ? What books and mon- 
ographs has the library npon any particular subject? It furnishes 
a complete and ready reference to every book in the library ; 
and, as it contains the latest accessions to the library, it is a 
manuscript ready for the printer whenever it is found necessary 
to issue a printed catalogue. 

The library had reached a stage in its development which 
necessitated a change in its arrangement to meet the growth in 
the modern library administration. 

From the exigencies growing out of the manner in which the 
library was started this was found to be necessary, and an entire 
re -arrangement of the books in the Hbrary was determined upon. 

The preparation of the card- catalogue, which the board of 
directors have long deemed a necessity, seemed to them the fit- 
ting time for this work to be done, and the work is now pro- 
ceeding upon the plan which has been found to be so satisfactory 
in the pubhc library in Chicago. 

The re-arrangement of the library carries with it a new shelf 
list catalogue, which is also a brief subject-catalogue; the official 
card -catalogue for the use of the librarian and the public at the 
library; and it is proposed to follow these with a printed finding- 
list, similar to that now in use, which will be for sale at a nom- 



OBSEHVATIOKS. 

The directors can not conclude this report without 
further allusion to the gratifying and regular prog- 
ress made by the library ever since its beginning. 
It has steadily grown in public favor, and its officers, 
^ve believe we may conscientiously say, have with 
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equal steadiness sougtt to add to its popularity 
iind increase its advantages. One result of their 
labor is shown in the fact that while there are some 
four thousand public libraiies in the country, there 
are only twenty which surpass or equal its annual 
circulation. In so satisfactory a showing the directors 
feci what we trust is a pardonable pride, but they 
would do violence aliUe to truth and their own 
feelings, did they fail to acknowledge that their 
success is due in a. great degree to the intelligent and 
cordial co-operation of the several councils of this 
city. In the effort of these bodies to select directors 
who should represent the varying interests, tastes and 
classes of our society; in their ready responses to 
our suggestions and requests; and in the interest they 
have uniformly shown in the prosperity and growth 
of the library: they have entitled themselves to the 
gratitude of ail lovers of literature and learning. 
We trust that this co-operation will not be with- 
held in the future. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jamks W. Savage, 

President of the Board of Directors. 



HePORT op the gECREiaRY. 



HON. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

president of public lfsrahy board. 
Sir: 

The following statement shows the amount 
of money expended for the maintenance of the Public 
Libraty and Reading Rooms for the year ending June 

1st, 1887 : 

BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For Books Purchased $3,877.84 

" Binding and Re-liinding 265. 15 

" Periodicals 383.38 

" Insurance 90.00 

$ 4,616.37 

BUILDIIUG ACCOUNT. 
For Rent $1,299.96 



" Furniture and Improve 

$ 2,006.91 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and Assistants $2,021.06 

Janitor 251.00 

Making Card- Catalogue 249.99 

$ 2,522.05 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, Stationery and Postage $ 2.)5,25 

Ice, Matches, Brooms, etc 26.95 

Cartage and Miscellaneous 71.32 

$ 353.52 

Total.... $9,498.85 

Very respectfully, 

Lewis S. Reed, 
Omaha, June 13th, 1887. Secretary. 
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Omaha, Nebraska, June 1st, 1887, 

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE OMAHA PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

Herewith is respectfully submitted the Tenth 
Annual Report of the Librarian of the Omaha Public 
Library, for the year ending May 31st, 1887. 

BOOKS. 

The present number of entries in the accessions 
catalogue is 16,850. The number entered during the 
year was 2,613; of which 2,317 were additions by 
purchase, 14 by binding periodicals, and 228 were gifts 

The accessions have improved in quality as well 
as quantity, and include many rare and valuable works. 
Among them may be mentioned three hundred volumes 
of Shakespeariana. 

The number of volumes worn out and condemned 
was 304 — 163 being English Prose Fiction, 116 
Juvenile, 1 Biography, 3 Histories, 11 Serials, 2 
Essays, 4 Travels, 1 Theology, 1 Science, 2 Poetry, 

Lost and stolen books 7 

Duplicate volumes sent to Washington 22 

Lost books recovered since last report 4 

Net gain for the year 2,254 
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BOOK • BORHOIV ERS. 

The total number of book-borrowers' cards issued 
from February, 1878, to June 1st, 1887, is 12,118. 

These cards are issued for a period of two years, 
when a new registration is necessary. This regulation 
was adopted last j'ear, and 3,999 cards have been 
canceled, leaving at present 8,119 enrolled. The num- 
ber of registrations during the year was 2,119. 

CIHCULATIOX. 

During the year, the circulating department was 
open for the delivery of books 306 days. The number 
of books issued for home use was 90,341, a gain of 
12.8 per cent, over the preceding year, when it was 
80,090. The gain per cent, is much less than that of 
of 1885-6 over its predecessor, but is readily under- 
stood when we consider how many of the citizens of 
Omaha were interested in financial and speculative 
rather than literary affairs. It is indisputable that 
during a real estate boom the libraries are somewhat 
neglected. 

The daily average circulation was 295. The largest 
number of books issued in one day, G71 — April 23d, 
1887; the smallest, 108 — November 16th. 1886. 

The average number issued by each person, 30,113. 
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The circulation and daily average month by month. 
as compared with the preceding year, is shown by the 
following table; 
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June 


26 
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234 


26 


4,796 
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July 


26 


6,998 


230 


28 


6,758 


221 


August 


26 


6,843 


263 


26 


6,127 


236 


September . 


26 


6,676 


256 


26 


6.396 


208 


October . . . 


26 


7,508 


289 


27 


6,799 


269 


November .. 


26 


7,417 


296 


24 


6,457 


265 


December . 


26 
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282 


26 


6,243 


240 


January... 


25 


8,360 


334 


25 


7,390 


296 


February . . 


23 


8,349 


363 


23 


7,866 


342 


March .... 


27 


8,719 


323 


27 


8,082 


300 


April 


25 


8,148 


326 


26 


7,6.50 


294 


May 


25 


7,767 


311 


25 


7,347 


294 



The following table shows the percentage for the 
past year and the three previous years, in the seven 
classes of books of which a record has been kept: 



Poetry and Drama 

Science and Theology 

Art, Essays and Miscellanies. 

History 

Voyages and Travels 

Biography 

Prose Fiction, Juveniles . . . 
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2.55 


2.2 
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79.04 


80.1 


79.5 
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RECEIPTS. 

The receipts for the year Were: 

From Fines , $611.70 

" the Sale of Finding- Lists 28.20 

— — $639.90 

This 13 an increase o( $113.55, or 21.5 per cent, 
over the preceding^ year. 

REFKHEIUCB tlEPffHTHENT, 

At present, we have about eleven hundred volumes 
exclusively for reference. ( This number does not 
include any public documents,) Nine hundred are 
accessible to the public without restraint, while the 
remaining two hundred are kept within the rail and 
obtained by request. The latter include old and rare 
editions, folios, and books of a convenient size for the 
pockets of visitors. 

During the year, this department has been enriched 
by Champlin's Cyclopaedia of painters and painting, 
Tuckerman's Book of the artists, Kichter's literary works 
of Leonarde da Vinci, Master] )ieces of German art. 
Grove's Dictionary of music and musicians, Loudon's 
Gncyclop^ia of plants, Skeat's Etymological diction- 
ary. Watt's Dictionary of chemistry, Spon's Encyclo- 
psedia of industria.1 arts and Dictionary of engineering, 
Brand's Dictionary of science, literature and art. 
The English encyclopaedia, complete set of The Nation, 
and of the Magazine of American History, and many 
more desirable and valuable works. 

We had hoped to include a large proportion of the 
Spofford Reference List, but the majority, though 
ordered, have not yet arrived. 
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It IS a matter of regret that, of all the departments 
of the library, this should be so limited as to space 
and facilities. A reference room 14x26 is not sufficient 
for a growing library of twenty thousand volumes, and 
a city of ninety thousand inhabitants. 

The library's greatest loss occurred here. Four 
books were 'stolen during the year. Three were 
replaced for a small sum, but the fourth, being the 
iirst of a valuable set, has not yet been obtained. 

This is not strange, as in few libraries are the 
reference books so accessible to the public. The trouble 
has been somewhat remedied by removing the smaller 
books, and by having an attendant's desk placed where 
it commands a view of the room. This does not 
settle the question, however. When the books which 
have been ordered arrive, to do the good desired, they 
must be where the people can see them. For a 
reference library, well arranged shelves form the best 
catalogue. The circulating department demands the 
full time of the two attendants, with the exception of 
about three hours each day. For this reason the 
reference room is alone much of the time. 

What the library needs is an attendant to watch 
these books and to assist readers ; als;o a larger and 
bettjr equipped room, or rather rooms, where classes 
may come and have everything on their subject, 
whether it be from the reference or circulating depart- 
ments. 

That this would be satisfactory, was fully demon- 
strated by the Shakespeare classes of last winter. These, 
being limited, were given part of the room used by 
the librarian. This will be impossible in the future, 
as the space is always in use for library work. 
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To quote from our good friend Mr. Poole: "The 
use of books for reference is the highest purpose to 
which they can be applied. The library will never be 
able to do its best work, or fulfill its true mission, 
until it is provided with sufficient space to give 
scholarly persons convenient accommodations for 
pursuing their studies in the room." 

The estimated daily average attendance for the 
eight months beginning with September, was 150; 
for the summer months, 80; making a total of 45,600. 

The number of books issued for use at the reference 
table was 7,365. 

READING BOOM. 

The reading room has been open to the public 358 
days during the year. The estimated daily attendance 
was 280. making a total of 100,440. 

This department is supplied with 109 serials — 90 
are purchased and 19 given. 70 are periodicals and 
39 newspapers. Of the latter, 21 are dailies, 17 
weeklies, 1 semi-weekly, and 1 monthly. The periodicals 
comprise 33 monthlies, 31 weeklies, 1 fortnightly, 2 
bi-monthlies, 3 quarterlies. A complete list will be 
found in Appendix A. 

AIDS AND GUIDES. 

Having such a small regular staff, the library is 
unable to do much in this line of work. It has been 
our aim and intention to supply the Public Schools 
and Vnion Pacific shops with finding list and type- 
written bulletins. The librarian earnestly requests that 
the teachers of the city will impress their pupils with 
the idea that any member of the library is willing 
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and anxious to assist them at any time, and never 
to leave the library without the desired information. 

The much-longed-for card-catalogue is rapidly pro- 
gressing, under the supervision of Mr. Charles Evans. 
At the same time, the books are being re-arranged, 
re-classified and re-numbered. A. new and complete finding 
list will be published when this work is done, and it 
is expected that in October, the library will be upon 
a metropolitan basis. 

REMARKS. 

A special effort is being made to collect books, 
pamphlets, maps, etc., relating to the city, state and 
the whole north-west. The task is not an easy one. 
A number of books have been obtained at clearance 
sales; but we are so far from Eastern dealers, and 
so little latitude is given in buying, that before our 
order is received, the books are on the shelves of other 
libraries. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. C. L. Frltscher, of this 
city, we have been enabled to nearly complete our set 
of Omaha Directories. 

The question of heating and ventilating still re- 
mains unsolved. Each day emphasizes the necessity 
of permanent, suitable and adequate quarters. The 
demand is imperative that a collection, increasing every 
day in value, should be placed where it is not so 
injured by heat and dust, and liable to loss by fire. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank my assistants for 
their faithfiilness and enthusiasm in library work. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jessie Allan, Librarian. 
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[appendix a.] 
gERIHLS IN TAB RbACING ROOM. 



Omalia llee {2 copies) 

Omaha Republican (2 copies) 
Boston Advertiser 
Chicago Times 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
New York Graphic 
New York Tribune 
Philadelphia Times 
St. Paul Pioneer Press 



Omaha Herald ( 2 copies ) 
Omaha World {2 copies) 
Chicago Inter-Ocean 
Chicago Tribune 
Denver Republican 
New York Sun 
New York World 
St. Louis Globe- Democrat 



SEMI-WEEKLIES. 

The Watchman 



i/v: 

.\mcricai Architect 

Army and Navy Journal 

Chicago Express 

Christian Register 

Die Gartenlaube 

Economist 

Forest ami Streani 

Harper's Bazar 

Harper's Young People 

Labor Inquirer 

Literary World 

London Architect 

London Times 

Midland 

National Ciiy ( Cal.) Record 

Nebraska Watchman 

New Church Messenger 

Omaha Excelsior 

Omaha Truth 

Saturday Review 

Scientific American 

Ueber Land und Meer 

Washington Star 

Youth's Companion 



EEKLIES. 

American Machinist 

Atlanta Constitution 

Christian Hour 

Critic 

Deulsch Zeilung, San Diego, Cal. 

Engineer 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly 

Harper's Weekly 

John Swinton's Paper 

Life 

Littell's Living Age 

London Graphic 

Madison ( Neb.) Chronicle 

Nation 

Nature 

New Orleans Times- Oemocrat. 

New Republic 

Omaha Svenska Posten 

Patent Office Gazette 



Scentific American Supplement 

Union Signal 

Western Newspaper Union 
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FOHTNIGHTLV. 

Revue des deux Mondes 



American Builder 

and Woodworker 

Blackwood's Edinburgh 

Magazine ( 2 copies ) 
Contemporary Review 
English Illustrated Magazine 
Forum 

Library Journal 
Literary News 

Magazine of American History 
Nineteenth Century 
Outing 
Railroad and 

Engineering Journal 
Shakespeariana 
Unitarian Review 



American Journal of Science 
Atlantic Monthly 
Century ( 2 copies ) 

Church Guardian 

Edinburgh Review 

Fortnightly Review 

Harper's Monthly ( 2 copies ) 

Lippincott's Magazine 

Magazine of Art 

Manifesto 

North American Review 

Popular Science Monthly 

St. Nicholas ( 2 copies) 

Scribner's Magazine 

Sunday Magazine ( English ) 

Woman's Tribune 



BI-MOIVTHLIES. 

New Princeton Review 
QUARTERLIES. 



London Quarterly 



[appendix b.] 

HECaPITULSTlON. 
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Books added ... 


2,618 


1,898 


716 


Book-BoTTOwere Registered . 


2,119 


2,025 


94 


Circulation { lioine use)..,. 


St0,341 


80,090 


10,251 


Visitors to Relerence Room . . 


46,600 


3,5,2.55 


10,345 


Visitors to Reading Room. . 


100,440 


98,725 


11,715 


Periodicals in Reading Room . 


109 


93 


16 


Receipts 


$ 639.90 


$526.36 


$ 113..55 



state of Nebrasha,/ 

DoUiiLAS C(HN-TV. ) 

Lewis S. Reed, Secretary qf the Board of Directors of 
the Omaha Public Library, being duly sworn, says that the 
foregoing report is true, as he verily believes. 



Lewis S. Reed. 

Signed in my presence, and sworn to before me 
this 13th day of June, 1887. 

Harry D. Rkkd, 
^ Notary Public. 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the City CoancH of the City ofOmaba: 

Four names are closely identified with the first move 
toward the founding of a fi-ee library in Omaha — those of 
John T. Edgar, Nathan Shelton, Albert M. Henry and 
Albert Swartzlander. The younger men held enthusiastic 
discussions of ways and means, while Mr. Edgar, who be- 
lieved that there was no selfishness like the hoarding of a 
book, laid aside many of his own choice volumes and des- 
tined them for the shelves of the new collection. The 
matter took definite shape late in 1871. December 3rd of 
that year "Articles of Incorporation of the Omaha 
Library Association" were adopted and signed by the 
following: T. E. Sickles, St. A. D. Balcombe.H. Kountze, 
H. W. Yates, George L. Miller, John T. Edgar, Ezra 
Millard, Albert Swartzlander, N. Shelton, Charles H. 
Brown, Preston H. Allen, Albert M. Henry. 
HISTORY. 
The first meeting of the stockholders was held Decem- 
ber 30th at the rooms of the Board of Trade. The first 
Board of Directors was then chosen, as follows : A. J, 
Poppleton, St. A. D. Balcombe, H. W. Yates, John 
T. Edgar, John Patrick, A. Swartzlander, S. S. Cald- 
well, G. L. Miller, J. W.Gannett, N. Shelton, A. M. Henrjr. 
The first election of officers took place January 3, 1872, 
and resulted as foUowe : President, A. J. Poppleton ; 
Vice-President, N. Shelton; Treasurer, S. S. Caldwell; 
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Secretary, Albert Swartzlander ; Corresponding Secretary, 
A, M, Henry. 

At the same meeting steps were taken toward the col- 
lecting of books. A committee was appointed to w^ait on 
J. M, Pattee, who had recently ofiered a number of vol- 
umes to the city of Omaha, and also to examine a collec- 
tion of eight hundred books held for sale by E, O. Crosby, 
of Fremont, Neb. The negotiations ended in the gift, 
under certain conditions, of the Pattee library from the 
city, and its acceptance by the Association March 2, 1872, 
and April 15th is recorded the purchase of seven hundred 
volumes from Mr. Crosby. April 15th, also, Messrs. 
Edgar, Henry, Swartzlander, Shelton and Brown reported 
that they had rented a library room of A. J, Simpson ; 
that they had arranged the books in proper divisions, 
and had them covered in cloth, catalogued and numbered, 
and that the same were now ready for use. 

Possessed thus of a habitation and a name, the Library 
became at once a factor in the history of the town. The 
record of its private ownership coverB a period of nearly 
six. years ; the names associated with it call up many and 
varied remembrances. Some are dead, some have removed 
to other cities, many are still a part of the best that is 
planned and executed in the town, and many look with 
satisfEiction on the result of that small beginning made 
more than a decade ago. 

The first home of the Library was a small room in the 
second story of Simpson's block, on Fourteenth, between 
Dodge and Douglas streets. The Post-office occupied the 
first story in that primitive time, and in the third was 
Simpson's hajl, the ^cene pf nearly all the entertainments 
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of those days. From this little room over the Post-office 
the first catalo^e of books was issued earlyinl872,show- 
ing a total of 2,285 Tolumes. In February, 1874, the Li- 
brary was removed to the second story of R. M. Marshall's 
building, on the north side of Dodge, between Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth streets. 

Reference has already been made to the generosity of 
Mr. John T, Edgar. This writing would be sadly incom- 
plete did it fail to note the faithful service which the 
Library received from its moat efficient friend. 

Mr. Edgar possessed an absorbing love for books and 
a great eagerness to share his dehght in them with others. 
He believed that they should be like the air and sunshine, 
the common property of men. His father and grand- 
father before him had founded hbraries, and the giving 
away of books was with Mr. Edgar a life-long habit. 
Between the years 1868 and 1874 he gave away 1,500 
volumes, the larger part to the Omaha Library. His face 
was always a familiar one in the little Library room. 
He was for two years President, and, during four, Chair- 
man of the Book Committee, withdrawing only when his 
departure for Syria made it inevitable. The following 
resolutions stand upon the records, dated April 6, 1875 : 

Whereas, Our worthy President, John T. Edgar is 
obhged by his acceptance of the position of Consul to 
Beirut, to resign his place among us ; therefore 

Resolved, That in accepting his resignation we tender 
him our hearty thanks for his past services as member 
and president of this board, and for the fi^uent and gen- 
erous donations of books in the past, and offer him our 
congratulations for the honorable position that the gov- 
ernment of the United States has bestowed, and he has 
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accepted, and repress at the same time our sorrow and 
regret thatit necessitates his withdrawal from our midst. 

Resolved, That in his removal Omaha loses one of its 
most valued and useful citizens, the cause of education in 
our city one of its greatest promoters, and our library its 
most dficient friend. 

Resolved fiirtber, That he be hereby made an honor- 
ary member of this association for life. 

Febroary 17, 1877, there was approved by the legisla- 
ture of the state of Nebraska an " Act to authorize incor- 
porated towns and cities to establish and maintain free 
public libraries and reading rooms." In June of the same 
year the directors adopted the following resolutions : 

Whbbbas, It is evident that this association is not 
able to keep the library and reading room open with its 
present and prospective income, be it 

Resolved, That the president pro tem appoint a com- 
mittee of three to consult with the city council of Omaha 
and inquire whether it will establish and maintain a pub- 
lic hbrary and reading room for the use of the inhabitants 
of this ci^, under the act of the l^slatnre approved Feb- 
ruary 17, 1877. 

The city signified its readiness to, maintain such library 
and reading room by an ordinance approved June 13th. 
The stockholders approved this proposed disposition of 
the libraty property June 21st, and August 3d the board 
took the final action in the matter. August 6, 1877, at a 
meeting of the first board of directors of the Omaha Pub- 
lic Library, a certificate made by Leavitt Bumham, sec- 
retary of the Omaha Library Association, dated August 
4i, 1877, being a trana&r of the books and property of 
said association to the Omaha Public Library Board, was 
read and ordered placed on file. 

From the period when the library tfani; cam^ nqd^ the 
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fostering care of this growing and liberal city, its success 
has been assured and its growth rapid and uniform. 

The members of the city council since that time have, 
almost without exception, shown an enlightened compre- 
hension of its value and needs, and an ungrudging liberal- 
ity in its support. To this, more than to any one circum- 
stance, may be ascribed its acknowledged useAiIness. 

ROOMS. 

Soon afterits transfer to the city, rooms were secured 
for the library in the building now standing on the north- 
east corner of Dodge and Fifteenth streets. This edifice 
was then only two stories in height, and the accommoda- 
tions consisted of two rooms in the second story. But 
upon the addition of a third story by Mr. L. B. Williams, 
the owner of the premises, the institution was enabled to 
secure nearly the whole of the additional room, and for 
the first time possessed accommodations in any degree 
commensurate with its needs. 

But in 1885 the increase in the number both of books- 
and visitors compelled the directors to seek new quarters, 
which were found in two stories of the building Nos. 1505 
and 1507 Douglas street. These, while objectionable in 
some respects, afforded sufficient space until January of 
the current year, when another move was made to the 
present rooms in Paxton building, No. 1518 Famam 
street. 

These apartments will probably afford necessary 
accommodations for a year or two longer, when, should 
the new city hall be completed upon the plans proposed 
by Mendelssohn & Fisher, of this dty, it may be hoped 
that the institution may find as permanent quarters as it 
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can hope for until the long wished for time when private 
munificence or a public sense of duty shall furnish for our 
books a structure which shall be at once a credit to our 
city and an attraction to our citizens. 
CATALOGUES. 
The principal difficulty experienced by the managers of 
growing collections either of literature or art, is found in 
keeping visitors acquainted with the nature of their accu- 
mulations as fast as they are made. During the past year 
the card-catalogue, to which reference was made in the 
tenth annual report, has been completed and is now in 
daily use. By its aid the day a new book is received the 
public is apprised of the accession. The works by any 
given author and the works upon any particular subject 
are all so grouped together that the difficulty and delay 
of ascertaining just what the library contains, by any 
person or upon any subject, are reduced to a minimum. 
An expert cataloguer was employed for a year in putting 
this system into operation ; but now our own librarian 
can carry on the work, and add to the catalogue from 
time to time such accessions as are made to the library. 
The invention of this simple and admirable system has 
added greatly to the usefulness of all large collections of 

books, 

REPORTS. 

To the reports of the Secretary and Librarian, which 
will be found hereto appended, the Directors refer for de- 
tails of the finances and work of the institution. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

Jas. W. Savage, 
PreBident of the Board of Directors. 

Note— Moat of the historical portion of the foregoing report is 
copied from an interesting articlecontributed to the Umaha Herald of 
November 20, 1886, by Miss Eliiftbeth E. Poppletoii. J. W. S. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



HON. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

frbsident of public library board. 
Sir: 

The following statement shoTirs the amount of 
money expended for the maintenance of the Public 
Library and Reading Rooms for the year ending June 
1st, 1888: 

BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For Books Purchased $3,425.53 

For Binding and Re-binding 390.10 

For Periodicals 379.99 

For Insurance 87.70 

$4,283.33 

BUILDING ACCOUNT. 

Rent $2,058.32 

Gas 354.85 

Furniture and Improvements 1,326.73 

$3,739.90 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and Assistants $2,754.15 

Janitor. 257.75 

Making Card-Catalogue 1,749.93 

$4,761.83 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, stationery and postage $1,046,40 

Ice, matches, brooms, etc 32.20 

Cartage and miscellaneous 62.33 

$1,140.93 

Total $13,925.98 

Very respectfully, 

Lewis S. Reed, 
Omaha, June 9th, 1888. Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 



Omaha., Nebraska, June Ist, 1888. 

To the Board of Directors, Omaba Public Library: 

Herewith is respectfdllj submitted the Eleventh Annual 
Report of the Librarian of the Omaha Public Library, for 
the year ending May 31, 1888. 

BOOKS. 

The present number of entries in the accession cata- 
logue is 19,177, The number of volumes entered during 
the year was 2,327, of which 1,930 were additions by 
purchase, 20 by binding periodicals, and 387 gifts. 

For the latter we are especially indebted to Mrs. Susan 
B. Grant for 104 old and rare books; to Mrs. Fanny 
Edgar for 26 volumes of works in foreign languages ; to 
the Omaha National Bank for 16 volumes and a large 
number of unbound periodicals. 

The number of books worn out and condemned was 
256. This includes about 75 volumes of Alger and 
Adams, these authors having been discontinued in the 
Library. Lost books nomber 8. Net gain for the 
year 2,063, 

BOOK- BORROWERS. 

The total number of book4>orrowerB' casds ifisned from 
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February, 1878, to June 1, 1888. is 14,411. The number 
of registration during the year was 2,293. 

CIRCULATION. 

During the year, the Circulating Department has been 
open for the delivery of books 301 days ; 95,488 books 
were issued for home use, a gain of 5,147 over the preced- 
ing year. The average daily circulation was 314, The 
largest number of books issued in one day was 687, 
March 17, 1888; the smallest 113, September 6, 1887. 
The circulation and daily average, month by month, as 
compared with the preceding year, is shown by the fol- 
lowing table: 
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DAY. 
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6,206 




July 


'>'! 


7,016 


281 


26 




Au^st 


27 


7,024 


260 


26 


6,843 


263 


September . 


36 


6,793 


261 


26 


6,676 


256 


October 


26 


7,509 


289 


26 


7,508 


289 


November.. 


25 


7,507 


300 


35 


7,417 


296 


December... 


26 


7,835 


301 


26 


7,350 


383 


January 


21 


7,509 


358 


25 


8,360 


334 


February- 


22 


8,829 


401 


23 


8,349 


363 


March 


27 


10,610 


392 


27 


8,719 


333 












8,148 
7,767 




May 


26 


9,420 


362 


25 


311 



The following table shows the per cent for the past 
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year and the three preriotis years, in the seven classes of 
books of which a record has been kept : 



1880-ST.1SS5-SU 



Poetry and Drama , 

Science and Theology , 

Art, Essays &nd Miscellanies.. 

History 

Voyages and Travels 

Biography 

Prose Fiction, Juveniles 



1.6 
2.38 
3.5 
3.39 
2.48 
2.03 
84.62 



3.22 
5.68 
4.28 
3.67 
2.55 
79.04 



1.3 
2.5 



79.5 



The above figures are not very creditable to either the 
public or the library, and we feel that an explanation is 
justifiable. All regular work was inconvenienced and 
made second in importance to that of reorganizing and 
cataloguing. Our old list was practically worthless; 
bulletins of new books were not made; it was necessary 
to call by giving author and title; the position, order and 
numbers of all books were changed, and in this transition 
period many could not be found while others consumed 
extra time. This state of affairs kept many from the 
library, and most of those who were undaunted by these 
obstacles took works of fiction. These books remained 
undisturbed during the time that nine-tenths of the re- 
maining departments were being arranged and shelf- 
listed. In addition to this feict, but part were withdrawn 
at one time and these were easily card-catalogued and 
made ready for circulation. 

CATALOGUES. 

The work of a general reorganization of the book 
department wjis begun by Mr. Charles Evans, April 18, 
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1887. The library waa divided into twenty-fooi* grand 
divisions, each being subdivided according to importance 
and the resources of the library. In English prose fiction, 
juvenile, essays, collected works, periodicals and foreign 
languages, a strict alphabetical arrangement was the 
rule. In collected biography, the size of the book deter- 
mined its position. Individual biographies Were arranged 
alphabetically according to subject, with rearrangement 
according to size. 

This was the rule in the other classes, being modified 
as the class of books required. 

This gives the library an excellent shelf classification 
which I believe could not be improved except by substitu- 
ting an alphabetical rule in preference to that of sizing. 
The last undoubtedly adds to appearance, but our exper- 
ience has already demonstrated that for easy and rapid 
delivery the alphabetical order would have been the best. 

All the library, exclusive of two hundred miscellaneous 
volumes and the public documents, have been reclassified, 
shelf listed and numbered. Poetry and drama, English 
prose fiction, juvenile, biography, history, travel, natural 
science, practical arts, periodicals, and a part of essays 
and miscellanies are card-catalogued. 

The number of cards arranged in the drawers is 24,- 
837. Of those books otherwise prepared, 4,000 remain to 
be card-catalogued. 

The first week in February, Mr. Evans began the 
compilation of the finding list, which was nearly finished 
before his departure, April 15, 1888. The list coDtaias 
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252 pages, is admirably arranged and indexed, and the 
public cannot fail to appreciate it. 

We think that qnite a feat was accomplished in reor- 
ganizing a library of nearly twenty thousand Tolumes 
without closing the doors a single day. 

ROOMS. 

The library was closed to the public January, 17, 1888, 
and reopened in the Paxton building the 21st of the same 
month. The building is centrally located, is reached by 
five lines of street and cable cars. It is supplied with the 
long hoped for elevator, and is admirably hghted, 
heated and ventilated. It is to be hoped that the next 
move will be into our own building w^here reading room, 
circulating and reference departments can be given separ- 
ate and suitable quarters. 

REFERENCE ROOM. 

The most satisfactory feature of the new room is the 
space reserved for reference. It is perfectly distinct from 
the other departments and aflfords a quiet and pleasant 
study room. 

Miss Poppleton's class in English literature has had 
the privilege of using the room one hour each iveek. Fifty 
persons were easily accommodated and occasioned no 
annoyance to either public or library. 

READING ROOM. 

The reading room is supplied with one hundred and six 
serials, eighty-six being purchases and twenty-six, gifts. 
The list comprises twenty dailies, forty-five weejdies, one 
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fort-nightl7, thirtj-five monthlies, two bi-monthlies and 
three quarterlies. 

While this has been a year of improvement, it is hoped 
that the coming will witness an unusual growth. We 
daily realize our deficiencies in the reference and circulating^ 
departments, and it will be our aim to so govern our pur- 
chases that the library will be developed for the greatest 
good, a symmetrical and beautiful monument erected by 
the people for the people, 

" Books are the legacies that genius leaves to mankind, 
to be delivered down from generation to generation as 
presents to the posterity of those who are yet unborn," 
Respectfully submitted, 

JESSIE ALLAN, 

Librarian. 
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LIST OF PERIODICALS, 



For tht RMdIns Room. 



Boston Advertiser 
Chicago Times 
Chicago Tribune 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Denver Republican 
Kansas City Journal 
New York Graphic 
New York Tribune 



DAILIES. 

New York World 
Omaha Bee (2 copies) 
Omaha Herald (2 copies) 
Omaha Republican (2copies) 
Omaha World (2 copies) 
Philadelphia Times 
San Diepo (Cal) San Dtegan 
St. Louis Globe Democrat 



WEEKLIES. 



American Architect 
American Machinist 
Army and Navy Journal 
Atlanta Constitution 
Christian Register 
Critic 

Die Gartenlaube 
Engineer 

Forest and Stream 
Frank Leslie's Illastrated 
Weekly 
Garden and Forest 
Harper's Bazar 
Harper's Weekly 
Harper's Young People 
I^abor Inquirer 
Life 

Literary World 
Littell's Living Age 
London Architect 
London Graphic 
London Times 
Lordsburg (Cal) Eagle 
Madison (Neb) Chronicle 



Martha's Vineyard Herald 
Midland 
Nation 

National City (Cal) Record 
Nature 

Nebraska Watchman 
New Church Messenger 
New Orleans Times- 
Democrat 
New Republic 
Omaha Excelsior 
Omaha Svenska Posten 
Omaha Truth 
Patent Office Gazette 
Saturday Review 
Science 

Scientific American 
Scientific American 

Supplement 
Ueber Land und Meer 
Union Signal 
Weiahington Star 
Western Newspaper Union 
Youth's Companion 
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rORTNrCHTLY. 

Revue des deux Mondes. 
MONTHLIES. 

American Builder Magazine of American 

and Wood-Worker History 

American Joumalof Science Magazine of Art(Casseirs) 

Atlantic Monthly Manifesto 

Blackwood's Edinburgh Nineteenth Century 

Magazine North American Review 

Century (2 copies) Outing 

Church Guardian Popular Science Monthly 

Contemporary Review Railroad and 
Dial, The Engineering Journal 

Edinburgh Review Scribner's Magazine 

English Illustrated St. Nicholas (2 copies) 

Magazine Shakespeariana 

Fortnightly Review Sunday Magazine (English) 

Forum Unitarian Review 

Harper'sMonthly(2copies) Western Resources 

Library Journal Woman 

Lippincott's Magazine Womans' Tribune 
Literary News 

BI-MONTHLIES. 

Education New Princeton Review^ 

QUARTERLIES. 

London Quarterly Mind Westminster Review 



STATE 0^ NEBRASKA, 
Douglas Codntv. 



James W. Savage, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Omaha Public Library, being duly sworn, says 
that the foregoing report is true as be verily believes. 

Jas. W. Savage. 

Sworn to before me this 2d day of 
July, A. D. 1888. 

Herbert J. Dayk, 

Notary Public. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Year Ending May 31st, 1889. 



<i^/ 



f 



Omaha, Nebraska: 
PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOMS, 
1518 Fabnau St. , . 



Omiha Pusmc liiBt^At^Y. 



president, 

James W. Savage. William Wallace. 

secrhtaby, 

Lewis S. Reed. 



BOBRD op DIftBCTOttS. 

Term expires July 1st, 1890. 

James W. Savage. 

Thos. K. Sudborough. 

Claire Rustin. 
Term expires July 1st, 1891. 

Elizabeth E. Poppleton. 

John Wilson. 

Elijah Dunn. 
Term expires July 1st, 1892. 

William Wallace. 

P. L. Ferine. 

Lewis S. Reed. 

c0ib)ii1ttbbs. 

Executive — Directors Wallace, Dunn, Perine, and Sud- 
borough. 

Book — Directors Poppleton, Wilson, and Rustin. 



uibrhrv sbrvicb. 

ubbakian. 

Jessie Allan. 



Makgarbt a. O'Brien. Blanche A. Allan. 

Edith 1'obitt. Theodora M. Buestall. 



TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the City Council of the City of Omaha : 

The act to authorize towns and cities to establish and 
maintain free public libraries and reading rooms, passed 
in the year 1877, is as follows : 

Section 1. The city or town council of each incorpo- 
rated city or town shall have power to establish and 
maintain a public library and reading room for use of the 
inhabitants of such city or town and may levy a tax of 
not more than one mill on the dollar annually, to be levied 
and collected in like manner as other taxes of said city or 
town, and to be known as the library fund. 

Sec. 2. When any city or town council shall have 
decided by ordinance to establish and maintain a public 
library and reading room under this act they shall elect a 
library board of nine directors to be chosen from the citi- 
zens at large, of which board neither the mayor nor any 
member of the city or town council shall be a member. 
Such directors, first elected, shall hold their office, three 
for the term of one year, three for the term of two years, 
and three for the term of three years, from the first day of 
July following their appointment, and three directors shall 
be chosen annually thereafter, and in cases of vacancies 
by resignation, removal or otherwise, the council shall fill 
such vacancy for the unexpired term, and no director shall 
receive any pay or compensation for any services rendered 
as a member of such board, and such directors shall give 
such bond as the council may require. 

Sec. 3. Such directors shall, immediately after their 
appointment, meet and organize by electing one of their 
number president, and such other officers as may be neces- 
sary. Five of such board shall be a quorum. They shall 
have power to make and adopt such by-laws, rules and 
regulations for their own guidance and for the govern- 
ment of the library and reading room as they may deem 
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expedient, subject to the supervision and control of the 
city or town council, and not inconsistent with this act. 
They shall have exclusive control of expenditures of all 
moneys collected or donated to the credit of the library 
fund, and of the renting or construction of any library 
building, the supervision, care and custody of the grounds, 
rooms or buildings constructed, leased or set apart for 
that purpose. 

Sec. 4. Any tax levied or collected, or funds donated 
thereto shall be kept for the use of such library separate 
and apart from other funds of said city or town, and shall 
be drawn upon by the proper officers upon the authenti- 
cated vouchers of the library board, and shall not be used 
or disbursed for any other purpose. 

Sec, 5. The library board shall have power to pur- 
chase or lease grounds ; to erect, lease or occupy an appro- 
priate building for the use of such hbrary ; to appoint a 
suitable librarian and assistants, to fix their compensa- 
tion and remove their appointments at pleasure; and 
shall have power to establish regulations for the govern- 
ment of such library as may be deemed necessary tor its 
preservation, and to maintain its usefulness and efEciencj-; 
and to fix and impose by general rules, penalties and for- 
feitures for trespasses or injury upon or to the library 
grounds, rooms, books or other property, or failure to 
return any book or for violation of any by-law or regula- 
tion; and shall have and exercise such power as may be 
necessary to carry out the spirit and intent of this act, in 
establishing and maintaining a public library and reading 
room. 

Sec. 6. Every library and reading room established 
under this act, shall be forever free to the use of the inhab- 
itants of the city or town, subject always to such reason- 
able regulations as the library board may adopt to render 
said library and reading room of the greatest use to the 
inhabitants of said city or town, and the board may 
exclude from the use of the library and reading rooms, 
any person w^ho shall willfully violate or refuse to comply 
with rules and regulations established for the government 
thereof. 

Sec. 7. The library board shall on or before the sec- 
ond Monday in June in each year, make a report to the 
city or town council of the condition of their trust on the 
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first day of June in each year, showing all moneys received 
or expended, the number of books or periodicals on hand, 
newspapers and current literature subscribed for or 
donated to the reading room department ; the number of 
books and periodicals ordered by purchase, gift, or 
obtained during the year and the number lost or missing; 
the number of visitors attending ; the number and char- 
acter of books loaned or issued, with such statistics, 
information and suggestions as they may deem of general 
interest or as the city or town council may require, which 
report shall be verified by affidavit of the proper officers 
of said board. 

Sec. 8. Any by-law or regulation established by the 
library board may be amended or annulled by the council 
of said city or town. 

Sec. 9. Penalties imposed or accruing by any by-law 
or regulation of the library board may be recovered in a 
civil action before the police judge or any justice of the 
ioce or other court having jurisdiction ; such action to 
I instituted in the name of the "library board of the 
city or tow^n library," and moneys collected in such action 
shall be forthwith placed in the city treasury to the credit 
of the library fund. 

Sec. 10. Anyperson maymake anydonation of money 
or lands for the benefit of such library, and the title to 
property so donated maybe made to and shall vest in the 
library board, and their successors in office, and 



E' 



library board, and their successors in office, and such 
board shall thereby become the owners thereof in trust to 
the uses of the public library of the city or town. 

Sec. 11. The property of such library shall be exempt 
from execution and shall also be exempt from taxation as 
other public property. 

Sec. 12. The library board shall have power to au- 
thorize any circulating library, reading matter or work of 
art of any private person, association or corporation to 
be deposited in the public library rooms, to be drawn or 
used outside of the rooms only on payment of such fee or 
membership as the person, corporation or association 
owning the same may require. Deposits may be removed 
by the owner thereof at pleasure, but the books or other 
reading matter so deposited in the rooms of any such 
public library shall be separately and distinctly marked 
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and kept upon shelves apart from the books of the pnblic 
city or town library ; and every such private or associate 
library or other property so deposited in any public 
library while so placed or remaining shall be subject to 
use and reading within the library room without charge 
by any person, an inhabitant of said city or town and 
entitled to the use of the free library. 

Under the above law the operations of the library 
have been carried on since its passage. It is to be noted, 
however, that the acts incorporating metropolitan cities 
and defining, regulating and prescribing their pow^ers, 
duties and government, provide also for the establish- 
ment and maintenance of public libraries. See section 
59 of the city charter passed at the January session, 
1889, which is as follows: 

Section 59. The mayor and council shall have power 
to establish and maintain public libraries, reading rooms, 
art galleries and museums, and to provide the necessary 
grounds or buildings therefor ; to purchase books, papers, 
maps, manuscripts and works of art and objects of nat- 
ural or scientific curiosity and instruction therefor and to 
receive donations and bequests of money or property for 
the same in trust or otherwise. They may also pass 
necessary by-laws and regulations for the protection and 
government of the same. 

Whether section 59 of the charter supercede the law 
first above quoted; whether the two conflict in any 
way and if so to what extent ; w^hether further legisla- 
tion by the State or city government may be necessary to 
define the exact position of the library and its directors 
are important questions which the directors think should 
be submitted to the legal advisers of the city. Fortu- 
nately for the interests of the library no conflict of act- 
ion or even of views can arise between the council and 
the board, so long as those bodies remain as at present 
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constituted. The enlightened comprehension by the 
mayor and city council of the needs of the institution ; 
their ready compliance with all reasonable requests made 
in its behalf, and their evident desire to conserve and 
extend its usefulness are sufficient guarantees that for 
the present at least the library will have the intelligent 
and earnest support of the councilmen as well as of the 
directors. But we submit that such important interests 
shoVild not be left to the hazard of popular prejudice or 
party zeal, and that no time can be better for the set- 
tlement of the questions suggested than one when all 
parties are harmonious and anxious only ior the well- 
being and advancement of so important an adjunct to 
education and good government. 

The library still occupies tbe rooms in the Paxton 
building referred to in the last annual report. They are 
well lighted, airy and at present sufficiently spacious for 
the absolute needs of its patrons. Need is felt of a room 
for the directors, so that the quiet of a reading room 
may not be disturbed by the necessary noise and bustle 
of a meeting. It is manifest, too, that the increase in 
the number both of books and readers will soon render 
additional accommodations absolutely essential. It is 
hoped that in some degree these requirements may be 
met by the quarters to be famished in the new city 
hall. The committee of your body charged with the 
duty of assigning such quarters bave given to the library 
about the same area as it at present occupies. While if 
the new edifice is completed within the next two years 
this space may be for a time sufficient, we foresee that 
the period is rapidly approaching when a structure 
solely devoted to library purposes will be imperatively 
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called for. This has been the burden of our reports for 
several years past. 

The special items of information called for by statute 
will be found accompanying this, in the detailed reports 
of the secretary and librarian. It would be hardly just 
however to allow the gift of Mr. Byron Reed to the 
library to Ix: passed as a mere item in the list of doaa- 
tions. His contribution to the shelves a few months 
since of more than two hundred bound volumes of the 
"Monthly Review" — an unbroken series from the year 
1749 to 1841 — is not only of large intrinsic value, but 
will long prove of great importance to the student of 
special subjects in history, science or literature. 

JAS. W. SAVAGE, 

President ot the Board of Directors, 

June 10, 1889. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



HON. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

President of Public Library Board. 

Sir: 

The following statement shows the amount of 
money expended for the maintenance of the Public 
Library and Reading Rooms for the year ending June 
1st, 1889: 

BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For Books Purchased $4,665.43 

For Periodicals 383.82 

For Binding and Re-I)inding r>19.03 

For Insurance 88.00 

$5,656.28 

BUILDING ACCOUNT. 

Rent $2,400.00 

Gas 373.54 

Furniture and Improvements 267.68 

Janitor 312.75 

$3,353.97 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and Assistants $3,153.99 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, stationery and postage $265.11 

Ice, matches, brooms, etc 267.63 

Miscellaneous 19,90 

$352.64 

Total $12,516.88 

Very respectftilly, 

LEWIS S. REED, 
Omaha, June 10th, 1889. Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 



Omaha, Nebraska, June 1, 1889. 

To the Board of Directors, Omaba Public Library: 

It is with pleasure that the Twelfth Annual Report 
of the Librarian of the Omaha Public Library is here- 
with submitted. 

It had been our intention to compare the growth, 
work and expenditures with those of other libraries, 
but the great difference in what is termed a library 
year makes a just comparison impossible, 

BOOKS. 

The present number of entries in the accession cata- 
logne is 22,982. The number reported June 1, 1888, 
19,177; showing a gain of 3,805 volumes. Of these 
2,962 were additions by purchase, 508 gifts, 126 gained 
by binding periodicals, and 211 brought forward from 
previous years on account of changes in binding, omis- 
sions, etc. 

Of the gifts, 257 volumes were received from the 
United States government, 201 from Mr. Byron Reed 
and lesser gifts a frill list of which will be found in 
appendix "B." 

The class of these accessions is shown by the fol- 
lowing table: 
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Poetry and Drama 43 

Philosophy, Science and Theology '.'. 471 

Art, Essays and Miscellanies 386 

History 142 

Voyages and Travels 95 

Biography 211 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile 313 

Periodicals 389 

Reference Books 138 

Unclassified Public Documents 177 

Duplicates of new and old accessions 1238 

Worn out books, number 447. Lost and stolen, 6, 

Of books lost in previous years, 8 have been recov- 
ered. 

SUMMARY. 

Added 3603 

Brought forward 203 

Recovered 8 

3813 

Worn out 447 

Lost and stolen 6 

453 

Net gain 3360 

We believe that the only vulnerable point in the 
above is the number of duplicates purchased. Fully 
ninety per cent of these were in the fiction and juve- 
nile departments. After a year spent in reorganizing 
the library, we were cognizant to a painiul degree of 
the shabbiness of many of our volumes and the result 
was their banishment and the necessary purchase of 
new copies. 

We had hoped to counteract this item in our figures 
by the receipt of nearly two thousand volumes in 
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science, art and miscellanies ; but owing to what seems 
inexcusable delay in filling our orders, we are obliged 
to carry them forward to another year. We hope that 
this question { that of ordering books ) will have the 
favor of your consideration at an early date. 

In the purchase of books, we have received substan- 
tial aid from the Book Committee, 461 volumes being 
their personal selections. One hundred and six books 
were purchased at the request of outside parties, and 
the remainder, 1156, exclusive of duplicates, were ordered 
from lists prepared by the librarian. 

In a growing western library, even though the libra- 
rian has a hobby, the probabilities are that he will 
have little if any chance to ride it. His diverse duties 
and the small and inexperienced force at his command, 
make it impossible to take time for one subject to the 
detriment of others just as important. He must there- 
fore apportion his time not to suit his personal taste 
but with a consideration for the welfare of the library. 
Many orders are therefore made in a theoretical light, 
and although the results may be and usually are first 
class books, they are not always what are most 
desired by practical readers. No one can be an expert 
in a hundred different subjects, and when a libra- 
rian can avail himself of the experience and knowledge 
of others he should do so and the result will be a 
library not of books that remain on the shelves but 
are in constant circulation and fulfilling the aims of a 
true "peoples university." 

We therefore wish to acknowledge our sincere appre- 
ciation of the list on Chemistry and the allied sciences 
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received from Mr. E. M, Bruce; on Law, from Frank 
Irvine, Esq.; on Philosophy and Theology, from Mr. A. 
N. Henshaw; on Political and Social Science, from Mr. 
H. P. Lewis; on French Literature, from Mr. J. P. 
Metzger ; and on Medicine and Surgery, from Dr. J. E. 
Summers, Jr. 

To the latter especially, we are under obligations, 
not only for the carefully prepared list, but for valu- 
able suggestions as to a practical classification, and 
for the interest excited among others of the profession. 

Very few of the above books have been received, 
but we hope and expect to have the maj6rity in a 
few weeks, 

CATALOGUES. 

The accessions have been classified, shelf-listed and 
card -catalogued as received, with the exception of about 
two hundred volumes received the last week in May. 
In addition to this, cards have been written for twenty 
five hundred volumes brought over from last year's 
re-organization. The case now contains thirty four 
thousand and nineteen cards; a gain of nine thousand 
one hundred and eighty two over the last report. 

It has been decided to publish a supplement to the 
Finding List in September. This will enable us to 
include a large order of medical, chemical, mechanical, 
classical and general scientific and miscellaneous books. 

It seems to us that a small part of the book ftind 
could be used to great advantage, in the publication 
of extra aids for readers. The one most needed, is a 
special Juvenile catalogue. In the present Finding List 
juvenile fiction is the only department distinctively for 
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children. There are no special divisions for their books 
on travel, history, biography, etc. Is it strange then 
that there has been no advance in the use of these 
books? In our previous lists these distinctions were 
plain and it is to be regretted that a change was made. 

We would also suggest that special reference lists, 
similar to those used in the St. Louis Public Library, 
be printed. The cost would be slight and we believe 
more than justified by the quality and quantity of the 
circulation. 

We are under obligations to the Omaha World, Bee 
and Excelsior for their courtesy in publishing lists of 
new books. To the first named especially for the weekly 
lists published during the winter months, 

BOOK BORROWERS. 

The total number of cards issued to date is 17,720. 
The entire first series numbering 9,999 has been with- 
drawn. This leaves 7,721 cards at present in circu- 
lation. Of these 3,303 were registered this year. In 
lieu of city taxes, in addition to furnishing responsible 
security, non-residents are obliged to pay two dollars 
per annum. 

CIRCULATION. 

During the year the circulating departmtait has been 
open for the delivery of books 304 days; 124,501 
books were issued for home use, a gain of 29,013 over 
the preceding year. 

The average daily circulation was 409. The largest 
□umber of books issued in one day was 1,185, Feb- 
ruary 23, 1889 ; the smallest, 130, October 30, 1888. 
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The circulation and daily average month by month 
i shown by the following table: 





ltJ88-9 


1887-8 
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June . 


26 


8313 


319 


20 


0568 


253 


July 


flR 


8287 


331 


?5 


7010 


281 


August 


27 


9775 


302 


27 


7024 


200 


September . 


21 


8650 


360 


26 


6793 


261 


October 


27 


9272 


343 


20 


7509 


289 


November.. 


25 


9679 


387 


25 


7507 


300 


Decern her... 


25 


10523 


421 


20 


7835 


301 


January 


20 


11836 


455 


21 


7509 


358 


February... 


23 


12135 


527 


22 


8829 


401 


March 


20 


13223 


509 


27 


10010 


392 




?4 


11438 


4,77 


24 


8808 


369 


May 


26 


11370 


437 


30 


9420 


362 







The following table shows the quality of the circu- 
lation, as compared with other years : 



1887-8 1886-7 1885-6 



Poetry and Drama 

Science and Theology 

Art, Essays and Miscellanies . 

History 

Voyages and Travels 

Biography 

Prose Fiction and Juvenile. ... 



1.48 
4.19 
5.40 
4.36 
3.23 



1.6 
2.38 
3.5 
3.39 
2.48 
2.03 
84.62 



1.50 
3.22 
5.68 
4.28 
3.67 
2.55 
79.04 



1.5 
2.2 
5.7 
4.2 
3.4 
2.2 
73.5 
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It will be seen that there is a perceptible decrease 
in the use of fiction; the gain being in the depart- 
ments of art, science, history and travels. While we 
are glad to register this change and will do all that 
is consistent in aiding the circulation of the best 
books, we can congratulate ourselves that this repre- 
sents, with very few exceptions, the best class of Eng- 
lish prose. The library is happily free from the Holmes- 
South worth-Evans school of American fiction that con- 
stitutes a large proportion of the circulation of many 
of our public libraries. Unless a novel is undeniably 
bad or positively "mawkish," it can do little if any 
harm, unless carried to an extreme. "If we read for 
amusement only, it is the most innocent of all amuse- 
ments; a really good novel is instructive as well as 
amusing, for it teaches us about life; and even a poor 
novel suggests to an active mind the desire for some- 
thing better. If it does not, it must be that the mind 
is so poor that if it were not occupied with the novel 
it might amuse itself with something worse." 

REFERENCE ROOM. 
The reference room has been open to the public 356 
days during the year. The additions to this depart- 
ment number 138. The patronage is constantly increas- 
ing and the general results satisfactory. A very con- 
servative estimate places the number of visitors at 
21,360. Observation has shown that each visitor usts 
on an average two volumes, making a total of 42,726 
actual reference books used. In addition, to this 
8,964 books have been issued from the circulating 
department for use in this room, making a total of 
51,684. 
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READING ROOM. 

The reading room is supplied with 15 dailies, 50 
weeklies, 2 fortnightlies, 34 monthlies, 1 bi-monthly, 
and 6* quarterlies. For a full list, see appendix "A." 

This department with the reference room has been 
open 356 days, only closed on the nine legal holidays 
of the year. The estimated number of daily visitors 
is 300. The newspapers and all periodicals kept in 
binders are free to all. Of the use of these no record 
can be kept. The magazines are issued from the desk, 
6,824 having been used during the year. The books 
from the circulating department used in this room dur- 
ing the year number 2,988. 

RECEIPTS. 

From fines $706.05 

From the sale of finding lists 104.75 

From the sale of old stove 13.00 

From the sale of waste paper .60 

From deposits 270.35 

$1,094.75 
We hope that the Directors will compare these sta- 
tistics with those of other libraries, and believe that 
the results of the last year's w^ork will prove satis- 
factory to them as it has to us. 

Respectftilly submitted, 



JESSIE ALLAN, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX "A" 



PERIODICALS IN THE READING ROOM. 



Boston Advertiser 
Chicago Times 
Chicago Tribune 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Denver Republican 
Kansas City Journal 
New York Graphic 
New York Tribune 



New York World 
Omaha Bee (2 copies) 
Omaha Dispatch (2 copies) 
Omaha Herald {2 copies) 
Omaha Republican (2 cop.) 
Philadelphia Times 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat 



American Architect 
American Machinist 
American Notes and Queries 
Army and Navy Journal 
Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution 
British Medical Journal 
Chemical News 
Christian Register 
Critic 

Die Gartcnlaube 
English Notes and Queries 
Forest and Stream 
Frank Leslie's Illustrated 

Weekly 
Garden and Forest 
Harper's Bazaar 
Harpers' Weekly 
Harpers' Young People 
Hartington (Neb.) Herald 
Holdrege (Neb.) Citizen 
Journal of United Labor 
Life 

Littell's Living Age 
London Architect 
London Graphic 
London Times 
Madison (Neb.) Chronicle 



Medical Record 

Midland 

Nation 

National City(Cal.) Record 

Nature 

New Church Messenger 

N, Orleans Times-Democrat 

New Republic 

Omaha Excelsior 

Omaha Leader 

Omaha Mercury 

Omaha Svenska Posten 

Patent Office Gazette 

Portland, Oregon, Weekly 
Oregonian 

Publishers Weekly 

Saturday Review 

Science 

Scientific American 

Scientific American Supple- 
ment 

Ueber Land und Meer 

Washington Star 

Western Electrician 

Western Presbyterian 

Youth's Companion. 
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FORTNIGHTLY. 



Literary World 



Revue Des Deux Mondes 



MONTHLY. 



Art Amateur 

American Builder andWood 

Worker 
Andover Review 
Atlantic Monthly 
Blackwood's Edinburgh 

Magazine 
Century 

Christian Metaphysician 
Contemporary Review 
Edinburgh Review 
Education 
English Illustrated 

Magazine 
Fortnightly Review 
Forum 

Harpers' Monthly 
Library Journal 
Lippincott's Magazine 
Literary News 



Magazine of American 

History 
Magazine of Art 
Manifesto 
National Car and 

Locomotive Builder 
Nineteenth Century 
North American Review 
Omaha Clinic 
Outing 

Popular Science Monthly 
Railroad and Engineering 

Journal 
Scribner's Magazine 
St. Nicholas 
Sh akes pea riana 
Sunday Magazine (English) 
Unitarian Review 
Westminster Review 
Woman's Tribune 



BI-MONTHLY. 

Archiv fur Klinische Chirurgie 
fiDAKTERLY. 
Co - Operative Index to Library Notes 

Periodicals London Quarterly 

Journal of American Folk Mind 

Lore Political Science Quarterly 
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GIFTS DURING THE YEAR 1888-9. 

uuu mun 

Allan. Mrs. J. T 3 14 

Ames Free Library 1 

Appleton & Co 1 .... 

Astor Library 2 

Ayer, J. C 1 .... 

AxHne. H. A 1 .... 

Baltimore New Mercantile Library....; 1 

Bdngor (Me.) Public Library 2 

Batfin, J. M 1 .... 

Bigelow Free Public Library 1 

Birchard Library 1 

Boston Children's Hospital 1 

Boston Public Library 1 

Bradlee, C. D ' 1 .... 

Brooklyn Library 3 

Burton, G. W 1 .... 

Butterfield, C. W 4 .... 

Chapin, Mrs. E. N .'. 1 .... 

Chase, Clement 3 

Chelsea Public Library 1 

Chicago Public Library 2 

Cincinnati Public Library 1 

Cleveland Public Library 1 

Columbia College Library 2 

Cooley, T. M 1 .... 

Dodge, General 1 

Dover Public Library 1 

Duryea, J. T 1 .... 

Dver, G. M 1 .... 

E^gar, Mrs. F. R 1 .... 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 4 

Ewing, T 1 

Fletcher Free Library 1 

Grand Rapids Public Library 1 

Hartford Library Association 1 

Hartford Theological Seminary 3 

Huidekoper, Frederic 2 .... 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co 10 .... 

Hussey, C. G 1 .... 
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Indiana State Library 1 

Indianapolis Public Library 2 13 

James, Mrs, H, M 1 

Julian, G. W 1 .... 

Kansas State Historical Society 1 

Kean, S. A 1 .... 

Kilpatrick, Thomas 1 .... 

Kountze, Herman 

Lancaster Public Library 2 

Lentz, Miss E 1 

Lincoln Public Librarj' 1 

Lowell City Library 1 

Lynn Public Library 1 

Marsh, L. B 1 .... 

McFadden, Mrs. Cornelia 1 .... 

Milwaukee Public Library 9 

Morse Institute 1 

NewT Bedford Free Public Library 2 

New York Free Public Library 1 

N. Y. Mechanic's and Tradesmen's Society 1 

New York Mercantile Library Association 1 

Newberry Library 1 

Omaha Board of Trade 1 

Peabodv Institute 1 

Peele, W. A 1 .... 

Philadelphia Library Company 3 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library 1 

Philadelphia Woman's Medical College 1 

Providence Public Library 1 

Publisher's Weekly 1 .... 

Reed, Byron. 201 .... 

Reynold's Library 1 

Royal Society of Canada 1 .... 

San Francisco Free Public Library 1 

Somerville Public Library 1 

St. Louis Mercantile Library Association... 2 2 

St. Louis Public Library 1 3 

Stebbins, Dr. R 5 1 

Thomas Crane Library 1 

Toronto Public Library 2 

Tuft's Library 1 

Washington, D. C 257 30 

Welch, E 2 .... 

Worcester Free Public Library 1 



STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) 
Douglas County. ) ' 

James W. Savage, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Omaha Public Library, being duly sworn, says 
that the foregoing report is true as be verily believes. 

JAS. W. SAVAGE. 

Signed in my presence and sworn to 

before me this £rst day of July, 

1889. 

HERBERT J. DAVIS, 

Notary Pablic. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



OMAHA PUBLIC LIBRARY 



Year Ending May 31st. 1890. 



Omaha, Nebraska; 
PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOMS, 
1518 Farnau St. , , 



REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 



HON. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

President of the Pablic Library Board. 
Sir: 

The following statement shows the number of 
accessions to the Omaha Public Library during the year 
ending June 1st, 1890: 

Prose Fiction 268 

Juvenile Fiction 55 

Poetry and Drama 140 

Essays, Miscellanies and Polygraphy 498 

Ancient Classics 65 

Biography 229 

History 871 

Voyages and Travels 152 

Natural History and Natural Science 154 

Industrial Arts 137 

Fine Arts 78 

Medicine and Hygiene 146 

Philosophy 37 

Language and Education 63 

Political and Social Science 88 

Law 88 

Religion and Theology 266 

Periodicals 107 

Reference Books 91 

United States Documents 130 

Duplicates 1505 

The total number of volumes added by purchase, 
under the supervision of the book committee, is 4,385. 
Twenty new periodicals have been received in the reading 
room. 
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The committee has suffered a severe loss in the resig- . 
nation from the Board of Mr. John Wilson. The scientific 
departments have, for a number of years, been in Mr. 
Wilson's hands, and he has collected a large number of 
valuable works. It has been his custom to place bulletins 
of the new books in the Union Pacific shops, and in this 
way he has brought into relations with the library a 
most desirable class of readers. 

The department of English Prose Fiction constitutes 
at present 18 per cent, of the library. For a number of 
years the poorer fiction, as it has worn out, has been 
dropped from the catalogue. At the same time, careful 
scrutiny of new fiction orders has allowed nothing poor 
to pass, while the best current publications have been 
constantly supplied. By this means the character of the 
department has steadily and greatly improved. Five 
hundred and eighty-one worn out books were reported 
by the librarian this season, a large proportion being 
fiction. This offered fresh opportunity for the weeding - 
out process, and the department shows special gain in 
quality during the current year. The library patrons 
seem satisfied and the fiction average, both juvenile and 
adult, represents a much better kind of reading than 
that of five years ago. 

It seems, however, a pity that the general public 
should confine its interest to so small a portion of the 
books. English Prose Fiction makes 18 per cent, of 
the library, the Juvenile Fiction adds 7 per' cent., but 
the fiction readers make 78 per cent, of the patronage. 
The sum spent in fiction each year is trifling compared 
with the aggregate expenditure in other departments. 
The committee meets the reasonable demand for current 
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books, but its most useful effort is in the departments of 
History, Fine Art, Biography, Classics, Industrial Art, 
Natural Science, Political Economy and Social Science. 
All these and others are growing year after year through 
the addition of the best standard and recent books. 

The most notable order of this season is founded on 
the last edition of the Manual of Historical Literature, 
by Charles Kendall Adams, President of Cornell Univer- 
sity. This order makes the Historical department a 
somewhat remarkable one for so young a library. It 
includes the best and most recent works in the following 
classes: Universal Histories, ■ Histories of Civilization and 
Progress, works on the Philosophy of History, Histories 
of Antiquity, Histories of the Middle Ages and Histories 
of Modern Times. 

Probably the library lacks appreciation from students 
because it is so poorly housed, and the public will not realize 
the value of this collection of books until it is placed in a 
library building. 

Very respectfully, 

ELIZABETH E. POPPLETON, 
For the Book Committee. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



HON. JAMES W. SAVAGE, 

President of the Public Library Board. 
Sir: 

The following statement shows the amount of 
money expended for the maintenance of the Public Library 
and Reading Rooms for the year ending June 1st, 1890: 
BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For Books Purchased $6,422 77 

For Periodicals 446 60 

For Bioding and Re-binding 644 62 

For Insurance 128 00 

$ 7.641 99 

BUILDING ACCOUNT. 

Rent $2,325 00 

Gas 454 02 

Furniture and Improvements 406 28 

Janitor 328 15 

$ 3,513 45 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and Assistants $ 3,572 50 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, Stationery and Postage $ 530 08 

Ice, Matches, Brooms, etc 66 00 

Miscellaneous 11 25 

$ 607 33 

Total $ 15,335 27 

Very respectfully, 

LEWIS S. REED, 
Omaha, June 10th, 1890. Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

Omaha, Nebraska, June 1, 1890. 

To the Board ol Directors, Omaha Public Library: 

The Thirteenth Annual Report, giving the operations of 
the Omaha Public Library for the year beginning June 1, 
1889, is herewith submitted. 

BOOKS. 

The present number of entries in the accession catalogue 
is 27,650. Of this number 4,668 were added during the year; 
4,385 being accessions by purchase, 210 gifts, 63 by binding 
periodicals, and 10 brought forward from previous years. 

In September, 1889, the library of the late 0. F, Davis 
was bought for the sum of $450.00. Five hundred and four 
volumes were retained and the remainder, 329, was sold to 
the Kearney library for $100.00. 

Besides new accessions gained by this purchase, we w^ere 
enabled to duplicate many of our best books in the depart- 
ments of history and travel at a cost of about 10 per cent, 
of the retail price. 

Among prominent purchases of the year may be men- 
tioned Binion's Ancient Egypt, or Mizraim, Crowe and 
Cavacaselle's New History of Painting in Italy, Boswell's 
Life of Johnson, edition De Luxe, Pennell's Pen Draw- 
ing and Pen Draughtsmen, Mueller's Sacred Books of 
the East and ChampHn's Cyclopiedia of Music and Musi- 
cians. 
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The class of accessions is sbowti bj the following: 

Prose Fiction 268 

Juvenile Fiction 55 

Poetry and Drama 140 

Essays, Miscellanies and Polygraphy 498 

Ancient Classics 65 

Biography 229 

History 371 

Voyages and Travels 152 

Natural History and Natural Science. 154 

Industrial Arts ,. 137 

Fine Arts 78 

Medicine and Hygiene 146 

Philosophy 37 

Language and Education 63 

Political and Social Science 88 

Law 88 

Religion and Theology 266 

Periodicals 107 

Reference Books 91 

United States Documents, (unclassified) 130 

Duplicates 1505 

Worn out books number 581, condemned 2, lost 5, 
stolen 1. 

SUMMARY. 

Added 4658 

Brought forward 10 

Recovered, (previously reported lost) 1 

4669 

Worn out 581 

Lost and stolen 6 

Condemned, (on account of contagious disease) 2 

589 

Net gain 4080 

CATALOGUES. 

Most of the accessions have been classified, shelf- 
listed, and card-catalogued as received. Eight thousand 
and seventy-one cards have been written, making a total 
of 42,090 cards in the case. 
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the year is 
isue of cards 



A classified supplement of forty-eight pages and con- 
taining 1,963 title entries was published in October. 

Accessions subsequent to this date are posted on 
type- writ ten bulletins. 

BOOK BORROWERS. 

The number of readers registered 
3,026, a large percentage being the r 
under new registrations, 

CIRCULATEON. 

During the year the circulating department has been 
open 305 days; 145,601 books have been issued for 
home use, giving an average daily circulation of 477. 

The largest number issued in one day was 1,113, 
March 29, 1890; the smallest, 233, September 5, 1889. 

The circulation and daily average month by month 
as compared with the preceding year is shown by fol- 
lowing table: 



June 

J»iy 

August 

September.. 

October 

November... 
December.... 

January 

February.... 

March 

April 

May 



8313 
8287 
9775 
8650 
9272 
9679 
10523 
11836 
12135 
13223 
11438 
11370 



331 
362 
360 
343 
387 
421 
455 
527 
509 
477 
437 



10194 
11317 
11921 
9708 
10905 
12210 
11752 
13566 
13002 
15444 
13207 
12375 



407 
431 
442 
405 
404 
488 
470 
522 
560 
594 
528 
476 , 
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The classification of circulation is given below: 

English Prose Fiction — Juvenile Fiction 78.9 

Foreign Languages 4 

Biography 1.9 

Travels 3.0 

History 4.2 

Essays and Miscellanies 2.7 

Ancient Classics 3 

Industrial and Fine Arts 2.3 

Natural History and Natural Science 1.6 

Medicine and Hygiene 6 

Political and Social Science and Law 8 

Religion and Theology 9 

Philosophy and Education 8 

Poetry 1.6 

These figures are about the same as those of last 
year. The use of English prose fiction and juveniles having 
decreased only four-tenths per cent. We believe that the 
number of books used in these departments will not be 
materially changed until a catalogue of books for the 
young is published. 

Of the books taken from the library about 30 per 
cent, are drawn b^' the children, ten years being the 
minimum age. Generally speaking 25 per cent, confine 
themselves to the use of fiction. 

Pu|»ils from the schools visit the library just after the 
close of the last session, making this the busiest hour 
of the day. Unless a special subject is desired, the 
attendants are too hurried to volunteer assistance and the 
result is that a large number confine themselves to 
the books most easily found. With a juvenile cata- 
logue and a little assistance from the teachers we are 
confident that the fiction in this department could be 
decreased fully seven per cent, during the first year. 
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REFERENCE ROOM. 

The reference room has been open to the public 357 
days. The accessions number 91, making a library of nearly 
800 strictly reference books on open shelves and per- 
fectly accessible. In addition to these 10,680 books 
have been issued from the circulating department for use 
in this room. 

READING ROOM. 

The reading-room is supplied with 133 periodicals, 
classed according to publication as follows: daily 15, 
weekly 62, fornightly 3, quarterly 7, annual 1, 

Of these 5 are devoted to fine arts. 10 to industrial 
arts, 8 to natural science, 7 to medicine and pharmacy. 

One is in the French language, 5 in German and 1 
in Swedish. Twenty-seven are gifts. Twenty periodicals 
have been added during the past year. 

After their use in the reading-room, 80 periodicals 
are bound and transferred to the circulating department. 

In this way, from year to year, the library is form- 
ing a valuable fund of literature which, experience has 
shown, is indispensible to research in subjects requiriqg 
modem ideas and theories, and one which appea Is to 
the intelligence of all classes. 

RECEIPTS. 

From fines $890 00 

From catalogues 83 40 

From books 100 00 

Total $1,073 40 
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Four book stacks, having a shelving capacity of sixty- 
five hundred books, have just been placed in position. 
Fully half of this space is required to relieve over-crowded 
shelves. With the large outstanding orders for historical 
works and bound periodicals, the remaining space will be 
filled within a very few months, and future accessions 
will be shelved only with great difficulty. This year's 
growth, and the very bright prospects for the coining 
year, make the question of space one of great import to 
the Library. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JESSIE ALLAN, 

Librarian. 
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LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS IN THE READ- 
ING-ROOM. 



American Anthropologist Washington, 
American Archasalogist, Boston, 

American Architect and Build- 
ing News, Boston, 
American Builder and Wood 

Worker, New York, 

American Chemical Journal, Baltimore, 
American Machinist, New York, 

American Notes and Queries, Philadelphia, 
American Sentinel, New York, 

Andover Review, Boston, 

ArchivfurKlinischeChirurgie, Berlin, 
Army and Navy Journal, New York, 
Art Amateur, New York, 

Athena;um, London, 

Atlanta Constitution, Georgia, 

Atlantic Monthly, Boston, 

Blackwood's Magazine, Edinburgh, 

Boston Advertiser, Boston, 

Boston Library Bulletins, Boston, 
British Medical Journal, London, 

Central West, Omaha, 

Century, New York, 

Chemical News, London, 

Chicago Times, Chicago, 

Chicago Tribune. Chicago, 

Christian Register, Boston, 

Cincinnati Enquirer, Cincinnati, 

Contemporary Review, - London, 
Co-operative Index to Period- 
icals. New York, 
Critic, New York, 
Denver Republican, Denver, 
Die Gartenlaube. Leipzig, 
Edinburgh Review, London, 
Education, Boston. 
Electrical World, New York, 



Quarterly. 
Quarterly, 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Weekly. 

Weekly, 

Monthly. 

Bi-Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Weekly, 

Monthly, 

Monthly. 

Daily. 

Quarterlv. 

Weekly. ' 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Daily. 

Daily. 

Weekly. 

Daily. 

Monthly. 

Annual. . 

Weekly. 

Daily. 

Weekly. 

Quarterly. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 
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Engineer, 


London, 


Weekly. 


English Illustrated Magazir 


le.New York, 


Monthly. 


English Notes and Queries, 


London, 


Weekly.' 


Fairhaven Herald. 


mnmt. v-mnm, 


Dailv. 


Forest and Stream, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Fortnightly Review, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Forum, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Frank Leslie's Illustrated 




Newspaper. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Garden and Forest, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Bazar, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly, 


Harper's Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly, 


Harper's Young People, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Holdredge Citizen, 


Holdredge, Neb 


., Weekly. 


Humane Journal, 


Chicago, 


Monthly. 


Journal of American Folk 




Lore. 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


Journal of the Society 


of 




Chemical Industry, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Journal of United Labor, 


Philadelphia. 


Weekly. 


Kansas City Journal, 


Kansas City. Mo., Dailv. 


Library Journal. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Life. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Lippincott's Magazine, 


Philadelphia, 


Monthly. 


Literary World, 


Boston, 


Fortnightly. 


Litteli's Living Age, 


Boston, 


■ Weekly. 


London Architect, 


London, 


Weekly. 


London Graphic, 


London, 


Weekly. 


London Quarterly Review, 


London, 


Quarterly. 


London Times, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Madison Chronicle, 


Madison, Neb., 


, Weekly. 


Magazine of American His- 




tory, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Magazine of Art, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Medical Record, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Medical and Surgical Record.Omaha, 


Bi-Monthly. 


Midland, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Mind, 


London, 


Quarterly. 


Nation, 


New York, 


Weekly. 
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National Car and Locomotive 



Builder, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


National City Record, 


National City, 


Cal., Weekly. 


Nature. 


London, 


Weekly. 


Nebraska Tribune, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


New Church Messenger, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


New York Tribune, 


New York, 


Daily. 


New York World, 


New York, 


Daily. 


NewOrleans Times-DemocratNew Orleans. 


Weekly. 


Nineteenth Century, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Norfolk Herald, 


Norfolk, Neb., 


Weekly. 


Omaha Bee, 


Omaha, 


Daily. 


Omaha Clinic, 


Omaha, 


Monthly. 


Omaha Druggist, 


Omaha, 


Monthly. 


Omaha Excelsior, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Omaha Leader, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Omaha Mercury, 


Omaha. 


Weekly. 


Omaha Republican, 


Omaha, 


Daily. 


Omaha Svenska Posten, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Omaha World-Herald, 


Omaha, 


Daily. 


Outing, 


New York. 


Monthly. 


Patent Office Gazette, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Path, 


New York. 


Monthly. 


Philadelphia Times, 


Philadelphia, 


Daily. 


Political Science Quarterly, 


New York, 


Quarterly. 


Popular Science Monthly, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Portfolio, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Railroad and Engineering 




Journal, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Revue Des Deux Mondes, 


Paris, 


Fortnightly. 


St. Joseph Medical Record, 


St. Joseph, Mo 


., Monthly. 


St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 


St. Louis, 


Daily. 


St. Nicholas, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


San Francisco Chronicle, 


San Francisco, 


Daily. 


Saturday Review, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Science, 


Cambridge, 


Weekly. 


Scientific American, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Scientific American Suppl 


e- 




ment, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Scribner's Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 
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espeanana, 

; of the Times, 

ay Magazine, 

lology Architectural Re- 

w, 

r Land und Meer, 

irian Review, 

lington Star, 

em Electrician, 

licher Courier, 

minster Review, 

Shore, 

Awake, 
ens' Tribune, 
hs' Companion, 



London, 

Boston, 

Stuttgart, 

Boston, 

Wa8hington,D. 

Chicago, 

Omaha, 

London, 

Portland, Ore., 

Boston, 

Washington, D. 

Boston, 



Quarterly, 

Weekly. 

Monthl}'. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 
,C Weekly. 

Weekly. 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 

Weekly. 

Monthly. 
C Monthly. 

Weekly. 



LIST OF DONORS. 



, Miss Jessie 1 .... 

, Mrs. J. T 4 10 

ican Unitarian Association 1 

:rst College 1 

- Library 1 

more New Mercantile Library 1 

or Public Library 1 

-n, Mott 1 .... 

gs, J S 7 .... 

>n Public Library 2 2 

ke, J. G 7 

en, H. D 1 

g, W. L 1 .... 

;eport. (Conn.) Public Library 1 

Itline (Mass.) Public Library 1 

klyn Library 1 

Itlyn, Pratt Institute 1 

n. Miss M. B 1 

mer, D 7 

igton, (Vt.) Fletcher Free Public Library 1 
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Central Pacific Railway Company 1 .... 

Channiiig Club 1 

Chicago Centennial Executive Committee I .... 

Chicago Public Library 14 

Children's Hospital, Boston 1 

Cincinnati Public Library 1 

Cleburne, Mrs. William 

Cleveland Public Library. 2 

Cox, Mrs 

Crane, (Thomas) Library 1 

Creighton College 2 

Crerar, John, Estate oi 1 

Dalton, I. G 1 .... 

Denise, J. C 1 .... 

Detroit Public Library 2 

Dover, N. H., Public Library 1 

Eaton, N.H 1 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 1 

Gaylord, Mrs. M. and Ralph E 1 .... 

Grand Rapids Public Library 1 1 

Green, S. S 1 .... 

Hartford Theological Seminary 3 

Hennecke (Charles) Company, The I ... 

Hoover, H. \V 2 .. . 

Jewett, Mrs, J. J. L. C 3 .... 

Kennedy, B. E. B 9 2 

Lancaster, (Mass.) Town Library 1 

List, N. A 1 .... 

Los Angeles Public Library 1 

Massachusetts Club 1 

McFadden,Mrs 1 .... 

Miller, C. F 3 .. . 

Miller, Mrs. M, L 1 ..., 

Milroy, W. F 1 

Milwaukee Public Library 1 

MinnesipoHs Public Library 3 

Natick, (Mass.) Morse Institute 1 

Newark Free Public Library 1 
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Newberry Library 1 

New England Historical Genealogical Society 1 

New York Academy of Medicine 2 

New York Maimonides Library 2 

Omaha Board of Trade 1 

Omaha City Comptroller 2 .... 

OrfF, F. C 2 .... 

Paris Universal Exposition 1 .... 

Peabodv Institute, Danvers, Mass 1 

Peele. W. A 1 .... 

Philadelphia Mercantile Library Company 1 

Poore Brothers 3 .... 

Pope, F. L 1 .... 

Providence, Rhode Island, Public Library 1 

Rohrer, M. F 1 

Royal Society of Canada 1 .... 

Rusk, J. M 1 .... 

St. Louis Mercantile Library 1 

St. Paul Public Library 2 

Salem, (Mass.) Public Library 2 

San Francisco Free Public Library 1 

San Francisco Mercantile Library Ass'n 1 

Sayles, L. B 1 

Somerville, (Mass.) Public Library 1 

Springfield, (Mass.) City Library Association 1 

Summers, Dr. J. E.,Jr 5 1 

Sweesy, William 2 .... 

Taunton, (Mass.) Public Library 1 

Thwaites, R. G I 

Toronto Public Library 1 

Tuft's Library 2 

Unknown.... 5 .... 

Wallace, Mrs. W 

Washington 163 .... 

Wisconsin State Historical Society 1 

WoodruiT, W ' 1 .... 

Wright, C. D 1 .... 

Yale University 1 



STATE OF NEBRASKA, 1 

[■ ss. 
Douglas County. ) 

Wm. Wallace, Vice-President of the Board of Directors 
of the Omaha Public Library, being duly sworn, says that 
the foregoing report is true as he verify believes. 

WM. WALLACE. 

Siffned in my presence and swam to be- 
fore me this Urst day of July, 1890. 



FRANK GRAHAM, 
Notary Public. 
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-THE YEAR ENDING MAY 31, 1891. 




OMAHA: 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOMS 

Paxton Bldg. 1518 Faknam St. 



Omaha PuBiiic Uibi^ai^y. 



BOAltD op DlttBCTORS. 



Term Kxpires July 1st, 1892. 

William Wallace. 
P. L. Pehijik. 
Lewis S. Eked. 

Terra Expires July Ist, 1893. 

Claire Eustim McIstosii, 

AnDRBW J. P0P1"LKT0N. 

Thos. K, Sudborough. 

Term Expires July Ist, 1894. 

Elizabeth E. Poi'pleton. 
Elijah Dunn. 
William S. Curtis. 



COfBrUTTBBS. 

Executive — Directors Wallace, Dunn, Perine and SuDitoitooi 
Book — Directors E. E. Popplktos, McImtosh ani> Curtis. 



UIBftnlTY SHHVICB. 



Margaret A. O'Buien. Blanchb A. Allan. 

GiiiTii ToBiTT. Thkodora M. Burstall. 

Mkta MrNNECKE. 



To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of Omaha: 

The Directoi-a of the Public Libraiy, in submitting their 
fourteenth annual report, desire to congratulate the City upon tlie 
prospect (almost an assured fact) that a separate building for the 
use of the Library is within reach. 

More space for books and for reading and reference rooma 
has been greatly needed for several years. 

To call the attention of your Honorable Body to former sug- 
gestions and requests of tlie Board, the following quotations are 
made. 

In the Ninth Annual Report of the Directors of the Omaha 
Public Library, the late Judge Savage, President of the Board, 
used this language: 

" To supply our rapidly increasing population with reading matter we 
need more room, more lielp in the Library, a card cataloRue, more books, 
more pamphletB, more newspapers and more money. 

"The councils of former years have uniformly, as official bodies, 
evinced a high appreciation of the importance of this factor in a good city 
government. We presume that this interest will not now be withheld. 
But we ask. in addition, personal visits from its members, criticisms upon 
our work and upon the conduct of our business, and that familiarity with 
our rooms which, we believe, cannot fail to lead to renewed interest in our 

"The same invitation is extended to business and wealthy men gener- 
ally. When some rich and generous citizen, who has seen bis bit of prai' 
rie growing into a fabulous value and covered with temples of commerce, 
shall realize that he can pay the debt that he owes to Omalia in no better 
way than by erecting a building for her books, the real work and uaeful- 
nesa of the library will commence. " 

In tlieir Tenth Annual Report the need of a building is set 
forth in the following language: 

"The Board is of the opinion that if the Library is to maintain any 
fair place among kindred establishments a detached building, fireproof, 
large enough to accommodate five or six times our present number of 
books, with provisions for rooms, to be devoted to other purposes, and 
capable of indeflnite expansion, will be absolutely necessary. " 
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In their Eleventh Annual Report expression is given to the 
same opinion in the following language: 

"These apartments will probably afford necessary accommodation for 
a year or two longer, wtien. should the new City Hall be completed upon 
the plana proposed, It may be hoped that the institutiOQ may find as per- 
manent qiiartere as it can hope for until the long wished for time when 
private mumflcence or a public sense of duty shall furnish for our books a 
structure which sliall be at once a credit to our city and an attraction to 
our citizens." 

In their Twelfth Annual Report the subject is again referred 
to in the following language: 

"It is hoped that in some degree these requirements may be met by 
the quarters to be furnished in the new City Hall. The committee of your 
body charged with tlie duty of assig'aing' such quarters have given to the 
Library about the same area as it at present occupies. Wliile if Uie new 
edifli'e is completed within the next two years this space may be for a. 
time sufficient, we foresee that the period is rapidly approaching: when a. 
structure solely devoted to Library purposes will be imperatively called 
for. Tliis has been the burden of our reports for several years past. " 

And, again, in the Thirteenth Annual Report ( 1890) the same 
subject is alluded to in these words: 

"Probably the Library lacks appreciation from students because it is 
so poorly housed, and the public will not realize the value of this collec- 
tion of books until it is placed in a Library building, " 

.Some weeks ago a committee was apiwinted on the part of the 
council to confer with the Library Board with a view of devising 
some plan for a separate Library building. Since the appoint- 
ment of that committee the necessity of such a building has been 
more and more impressed upon the Board by the evident inade- 
quacy of the new City Hall to supply adequate quarters for the 
Library for any great length of time. 

The recent bequest of Mr. Byron Reed, one of our oldest and 
wealthiest citizens, seems to realize the hope of Judge Savage ex- 
pressed six years ago. By his will he bequeaths to the city his 
library and collection of manuscripts and coins, and also a lot sit- 
uated upon the corner of Nineteentli and Harney streets, of a su- 
perficial area of 8,301.3 feet, being nearly equal to the area of a 
full sized city lot 66 by 132 feet. 

The sole conditions of this bequest may be briefly stated thus: 

That the city shall accept the bequest, subject to the follow- 
ing conditions: 

1. " That said city erect a flrst-elasa fireproof building thereon, cover- 
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ing the whole of said lot, and at least four stories high, suitable for a Pub- 
lic Library or Art Gallery ; the erection of the buildjog to be commenced 
\nthin one year from the date this will is admitted to probate, and to pro- 
gress so far as to be under roof within two years after it is commenced." 

3. " As soon as said building is enclosed the Trustee, A. L. Reed, is di- 
rected to execute and deliver to the city a deed for said lot, conditioned, 
however, that said premises shall ever be used for the beneHt of the public 
aa a Public Library or Art Gallery, and for such purposes as may be nec- 
essary or incidental thereto. The management of said institution shall be 
conducted and directed by said City of Omaha, and shall be wholly in the 
interest and for the benefit of the public." 

Other minor conditions are attached to the bequest of library, 
manuscript, coins, etc., not necessary to be repeated here — all of 
them reasonable and easily complied with. 

This bequest, however, by the will, was conditioned upon its 
acceptance by the widow of the deceased. 

Lest the failure of such acceptance should jeopardize this pub- 
lic bequest, the widow and all the heirs have joined in a convey- 
ance of this property, in trust, for the uses and purposes desig- 
nated in the will, thus assuring the bequest, beyond controversy, 
to the city. 

Huitable and ample ground, therefore, may be regarded as 
practically acquired for a Library building adequate to the needs 
of the Library and suitable to its expansive growth. 

There remains only the question of compliance with the terms 
of the will by securing the necessary amount to assure tlie erection 
of a building such as therein required. 

It ia believed by the Directors of the Library that additional 
ground is, if not necessary, exceedingly desirable, especially ad- 
ditional frontage on Harney street. 

Three of the Directors have joined in the purchase of a par- 
cel of land fronting fifty feet on Harney street, and adjoining this 
bequest on the east and extending back the same depth as the land 
devised by Mr. Reed. This is to be held and conveyed at cost to 
the city if it decides to enlarge the site devised. 

It is believed by the Board that *150,000 will fully, amply, 
and substantially comply with the terms of the will, and also pur- 
chase said fifty foot lot, and the Hoard unhesitatingly recommend 
that at the next November election a proposition be submitted to 
the voters of the city for the issue of 1150,000 of bonds, the pro- 
ceeds thereof to be devoted to the purpose mentioned. 
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The lot devised is of an estimated value of about $10,000, 
and the collectioD bequeatlied to the city is valued, by experts, at 
*50,000. 

The Board respectfully urge the necessary action on the part 
of the City Council without delay, so that there may be no pos- 
sible failure in the submission at the next election of the proposi- 
tion for tlie issue of bonds suflleieut to purchase the additional 
ground and insure the erection of the building in compliance with 
the terms of the bequest. 

The Board is advised that the power to issue bonds is un- 
doubted, and that as yet there is no limitation upon this power 
that will interfere with the issue of the amount stated. 

With prompt and energetic action and a hearty co-operation 
in all the departments of the City Government, your Board be- 
lieves that the bonds can be voted, issued and sold and the work 
of construction jiroceeded with so rapidly that the Library build- 
ing can he completed for occupancy before the close of 1892. 

The rei>ort of the Book Committee, and the Secretary's and 
Librarian's report appended, contain the information required by 
Statute. A careful reading and comparison with former reports is 
desired by the Directors. 

The Board renews the invitation heretofore extended mem- 
bers of the Council to visit the rooms and liecome acquainted with 
the busini'ss and work of the Directors and the Librarians. Those 
who have not been in the Library can have but an imperfect idea 
of the advantages offered to readers and students. 

A severe loss was suffered in November last in the death of 
Hon. James W. Savage, for many years President of the Board. 
His enlightened and enthusiastic interest in Library work was 
fully appreciated in Omaha and recognized in- literary circles 
throughout our country. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

By order of the Board, 

LEWIS S. REED, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY, 



To the President of t?ie Public Library Board: 

Sib: The following statement shows the amount of money 
expended for the maintenance of the Public Library and Reading 
Rooms for the year ending May 31st, 1891: 

BOOK ACCOUNT. 

For books purchased and freight $10,870 

Periodicals 499 20 

Binding 1,019 27 

Insurance 104 

112,493 47 

Rent > I 3,100 

Gas 408 30 

Furniture and improvements 780 39 * 

Janitor service 845 25 

S 3,633 S4 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and assistants $ 4,240 73 

$ 4,240 73 

Printing, stationery, etc $ 524 58 

Ice, matches, brooms, etc 73 81 

Miacellaneoua 7 30 

I 604 69 

Total $30971 73 

Very respectfully, 

LEWIS S. KEED, 

Secretary. 
Omaha, Juse 8th, 1891. 
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REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE, 



to the Board oj Directors of the Omaka^ Public Library:. 

During the year ending May 31, 1891, the Book Committee 
has added to the library by purcliase 5,643 volumes. More hooka 
have been bought for students this year than ever before. Tlie 
department of History has been increased by 954 volumes, and has 
been enriched by the Stevens Facsimiles of Manuscripts in 
European Archives relating to America. With Poole's "Index to 
Periodical Literature " as a guide, bound sets of the best periodi- 
cals such as the "Westminister," "Edinburgh Review," "Fort- 
nightly Review," " Quarterly Review," " Nineteenth Century," 
and others, have l>een placed within reach of investigators. The 
publications of the Browning, Camden, Chaucer and Spenser 
Societies have been purchased. Several working literary clubs 
have submitted their programs a year in advance and the Library 
has bought such approved lists of books as they needed. 

While the current books and the necessary general publications 
have been carefully kept up, it has been especially a year of 
advance in facilities for study and investigation. This is the 
result of a definite policy on the part of the Library and the good 
effect is shown in a constant though slow increase in the percentage 
of reading in the more solid departments. There is also a marked 
improvement in the character of the books recommended for pur- 
chase by the public. Educated men and women are taking more 
interest in the Library, are coming oftener to work in it and are 
asking for what they need. 

We liave now an appreciable and growing number of French 
and German patrons and our small and carefully chosen depart- 
ment of French and German works is constantly in circulation. 
A very few Spanish books have been used by clubs studying that 
language. 

The public school children form a large proportion of our 
readers and the most notable purcliase of the year have been 
for tliem. 
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I'ersons familiar with the Library catalogue will remember 
that only "Juvenile Fiction' ' is set apart as especially for children . 
The girls and boys turn to it as distin^y their part, and choose i 
story nhen tliey might easily be guided to one of the many good 
books written for them in History, Biography, Travels and Science, 
all of which are on the shelves. To recommend this class of read- 
ing has been one of the great^ tasks of the librarian. The American 
Library Association faas at last solved the difficult problem. A 
manual compiled by John F. Sargent and published by the Library 
Bureau has recently been issued. It is entitled " Reading for the 
Young' ' and is a classified and annotated catalogue of books for 
children in all departments. A large order has supplied what we 
lacked, the catalogue has been adopted, and will be issued in Sep- 
tember 1891, on the opening of the schools. This places in the 
hands of the children a catalogue exactly on the plan of that given 
their elders. Copies will be distributed among the teachers and 
their co-operation will be asked in bringing about what should exist 
in every city, a close relation between the Public Library and the 
Public Schools. Respectfully submitted, 

KLIZABETII E. POPPLETON, 

Chairman of the Book Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN, 



PuBUC LiBRAHY, Omaim, Nku., .JuTie 1, 1891. 
To the Board of Directors, Omaha Public Library: — 

The fourteenth annual report of the librarian of the Omalin 
Public Library, for the year ending Maj' 31st, 1891, is here- 
with respectfully submitted. 

BOOKS. 

The total number of volumes entered in tlie accession cata- 
logue is 33,643, a gain of 6,004 during the year. As to the means 
of accession, 5,643 were acquired by purchase; 174 consisted of 
periodicals which liad been bound and placed upou the shelves; 
and the remaining 187 volumes were given to the library, 82 by 
individuals, and 105 by the State and the United States De[>art- 
ments. 

The accessions represented the following classes of literature: 

Volumes. 

Ancient Classics 60 

Biography 216 

Books for the young, inclndiiig History, Travels, Biography, Science, 

Fiction, etc 864 

Bound Periodicals 1,034 

Fine Arts 125 

Gieaeral Literature 313 

History 909 

Language asd Education 53 

Law 11 

Medicine and Hygiene lO 

Natural History and Natural Science 257 

Philosophy IS 

Poetry and Drama 167 

Political and Social Science 134 

Prose Fiction 306 

Public Documents (unclassified) 1)4 

Reference Books 104 

Religion and Theology 151 

Travels and Description 133 

Useful and Recreative Arts 390 

Duplicates 1,053 
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The Library has purchased an unusual number of books for 
the general reader and student, and has also added a few rare 
works especially desired hy the scholar and the expert. Among 
tills class of accessions may be mentioned, — 

The American Public Health Association, Reports and 
Papers, 17 vols.; American Societj' of Civil Engineers, Trans- 
actious and Proceedings, 23 vols.; American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, Transactions; Itrown, Genesis of the L'nited 
States, 2 vols.; Hrowning Society Publications; .Camden Society 
Publications, 49 vols.; Chaucer Society Publications, 34 vols.; 
Colyer, Treatise on Modern Steam Engines and Boilers; Crowe 
and Cavalcaselle, tlistory of Painting in Northern Italy. 2 vols. ; 
Duruy, History of (Jreeee and of the Greek people, 8 vols.; The 
Kngineer, 65 vols. ; French, Historical Collection of I.ouisana, 5 
vols.; Howe, The Metallurgy of Steel; Labarte, Histoire des Arts 
Industricls an Moyen Age, 3 vols.; Littre, Dictionnaire de la 
Langue Francaise, 5 vols.; Lock, Mining and Ore Dressing Ma- 
chinery; Nolhac, La Keine Marie Antoinette; The Prince 
Society Publications, 16 vols.; Propert, History of Miniature 
Art; Itacinet, Le Costume Ilistorique, 5 vols.; Sargent, the Silva 
of Xortli America, vol. 1; Schuyler, Institution of the Society of 
the Cincinnati ; Scudder, The Fossil Insects of North America, 2 
vols.; Spenser Society Publications, 41 vols.; Stevens, Fac- 
similes of Manuscripts in European Archives relating to Amer- 
ica, 7vols.; Tooke, History of Prices, 6 vols.; Wheatley, London, 
Past and Present, '6 voL; Wyatt, Industrial Arts of the Nine- 
teenth Century, 2 vols.; Yriarte. Florence. 

During the year, 848 books were destroyed as unserviceable, 
2 were ordered burned on account of contagious disease, and 2 
must be reported lost. The list of worn-out books comprised 466 
volumes of English prose Action. 337 Juvenile fiction, 2 poetry, 
4 essays, 2 biog apl y 1 story, 14 travels, 1 natural history, 1 
sports, 13 boind na^az es 

Twenty- eve 1 dred and flfty-flve books have been pre- 
pared and sent t the I dery. Of this number 1,939 have l>een 
returned, 402 1 avi " bee bound, the remainder rebound. In 
addition not leas tlia 3,000 books have been repaired at the 
library. 
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BOOK BORROWERS. 

The total number of cards issued to June 1, 1H91, is 24,275. 
Be -registration being required every tiiiee years, 16,000 of these 
cards have been canceled; leaving 9,275 still usable. Of these, 
card-holders 2,894 registered and 863 re- registered during the past 
year, 1,919, being males and 1,838 females. Tlie minimum age is 
ten years. 

CIRCULATION. 

During the year the library was open for t!ie delivery of 
books 302 days of 12 hours each, and 2 days of six hours each. 
The number of boolts issued for home use was 162,702, a daily 
average of 535. and a gain over the previous year of 17,101, or a 
little more than ten per cent. 

On February 28, 1891, the record shows a home circulation 
of 1,234 books, the maximum of the year; the minimum being 
172, May 13, 1891. 

The circulation and daily average, as compared with the 
preceding year, is shown in the following table: 



July 

August . . . 
September 
OcWber . . 
November 
December. 
January. . 
February.. 
March .... 

May 



10194 
11317 
11B31 
9708 
10005 
12210 
11752 
13666 
13002 
15444 
13207 
13875 



10491 
12150 

12795 
11718 
12101 
13831 
13879 
15560 
15139 
17314 
15487 
13157 
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The percentage of circulation, as compared with the preced- 
ing year, is aa follows: 

188fl-e0. 1890-91. 

EDglish Prose Fiction 65.3 53.1 

Juvenile Fiction 38.8 2S.8 

Poetry and Drama 1.6 1.5 

GeDeral Literature 3.1 4.7 

Aocient Clasaica .3 .2 

Biography 1.9 2.5 

History 4.2 4.7 

Travels and Description 3.0 3.3 

Natural History and Natural Science l.G 1,6 

Useful and Fine Arts 2.3 2.4 

Medicine and Hygiene 6 .8 

Philosophy 3 .3 

Language and Education 5 .6 

Political and Social Science and Law 8 .9 

Religion and Theology 9 .8 

CATALOGUES. 

In October, 1890, the second annual supplement to the 
finding list was published. This list contains flfty-one double 
columned pages and represents one year's growth of the library. 

The majority of the books have been accessioned, classified, 
shelf-listed and card- catalogued as received. Fourteen thousand 
one hundred and thirty-seven cards have been written and placed 
in the drawers of the case, which has been removed to the 
reference -room. Tliis catalogue contains 56,227 cards. It is 
advancing slowly but surely in public favor. 

Type written bulletins of accessions have been posted on 
every Friday of the year, and lists usually annotated have been 
prepared for the newspapers. 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

The reference room was open to the public every day during 
the year with the exception of eight legal holidays. This depart- 
ment has been enriched by the purchase of 104 strictly reference 
books, 52 volumes of finely illustrated works, and the following 
volumes of bound periodicals: All the Year Round, 53 volumes; 
Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, 95 volumes; Contemporary 
Review, 60 volumes; Edinburgh Review, 59 volumes; Fort- 
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niglitly Ueview, 46 volumes; Littell's Living Age, 147 volumes; 
Nineteenth Century, 24 volumes; North British Ueview, 53 
volumes; Quarterly Review, 168 volumes; AVestminster Review, 
125 volumes. 

In addition to the above, purchased to complete sets, the 
magazines used in the reading room have been bound and placed 
upon the shelves, duplicates in many cases having been purchased 
for circulation. At present the library possesses 1,800 iKiund 
volumes of periodicals, exclusive of duplicates, to which Poole's 
Index offers easy reference. 

The regular reference books are on open shelves and are free 
to the public. It is impossible to give accurate figures regarding 
their use, but a conservative estimate places the number of 
visitors at 26,775, making the lowest possible number of books 
used 26,775. In addition 16,342 books have been issued from the 
circulating department for use in this room — a total of 43,117 
volumes, of which less than one per cent, is Action. 

READING ROOM. 

One hundred and twenty-six periodicals "are purchased for 
use in this room. The list comprises 17 dailies, -"il weeklies, 4 
fortnightlies, 46 monthlies and 8 quarterlies. American publica- 
tions number 97; English, 23; French, 3 and German, 2. Seventy- 
two are on racks or in binders in the room, while 54 may be 
obtained at the desk, 8,922 such requests having been filled. 

The number of visitors is estimated at 107,100. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received tor fines $803 25 

Received for siibacriptions from non-residents 9 00 

Received from the sale of finding lists and supplements, TO 65 

Received from deposits 205 00— $1,177 00 

Paid City Treasurer. 682 UO 

s refunded 279 00— *!,181 » 

Balance on hand $16 00 

HespectfuUy sulimitted, 

JESSIE ALLAN, 

Librarian 
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LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS IN THE READING- 
ROOM. 



American Anthropologist, 


Washington, 


Quarterly, 








News, 


Boston, 


Weekly. 


American Builder and Wood Worker, New York, 


Monthly. 


American Chemical Journal, 


Baltimore, 


Monthly. 




Boston, 


Quarterly. 


American Journal of Follt-lore, 


Boston. 


Quarterly. 




New York, 


Monthly. 


AmericaD Journal of Philologj', 


Baltimore, 


Quarterly. 


American Ma<-hiniBt, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


American Naturalist, 


Philadelphia. 


Monthly. 


American Notes and Queries, 




Weekly. 


Andover Review, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Arena The, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Army and Navy Journal, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Art L,' 


Paris, 


Fortnightly. 


Athenieum, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Atlanta Constitution, 


Atlanta, 


Weekly. 


Atlantic Monthly, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Blackwood's Magazine, 


Edinburgh, 


Monthly. 


Book Buyer, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Book Cbat, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Boston Advertiser, 


Boston, 


Daily. 


British Medical Journal, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Cassell's Magazine of Art, 


London. 


Monthly. 


Century Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Chautauquan, 


MeadviUe, Pa., 


Monthly. 


Cheaiical News, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Chicago Times, 


Chicago, 


Daily. 


Chicago Tribune, 


Chicago, 


Daily. 


Christian Register, 


Boston. 


Weekly. 


Cincinnati Inquirer. 


Cincinnati, 


Daily. 


Contemporary Review, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Critic, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Denver Republican, 


Denver, 


Daily. 


Dial, 


Chicago, 


Monthly. 


Die Garten lau be. 


Leipzig, 


Weekly. 


Edinburgh Review, 


London, 


Quarterly. 


Education, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Electrical World, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Engineer, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Engineering News, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


English Illustrated Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 
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Englisli Notes and Queries, 


Loudon. 


Weeklr. 


Far and Near, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Figaro, 


Paris, 


Weekly. 


Forest a ad Stream, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Fortnightly Review, 


London, 


Montlily. 


Forum. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly, 


Sew York, 


Weekly. 


Harden and Forest, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Bazar. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's M^azine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Harper's Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Young People, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Hickcox Monthly Catalogue of 






United States Publications, 


Washington, 


Monthly. 


Illustrated London News, 


London, 


Weeklv. 


Irish World. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Journal of United Labor, 


Philadelphia, 


Weekly. 


Kansas City Journal, 


Kansas City, 


Daily. 


Library Journal, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Life, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Lippincotfs Magazine, 




Monthly. 


Literar\' News, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Literary World, 


Boston, 


Fortnightly 


Littell's Living Age, 


Boston. 


Weekly. 


London Architect, 


London, 


Weeklv. 


London Graphic, 


London, 


Weekly. 


London Quarterly, 


London, 


Quarterly. 


London Times, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Magazine of American History, 


New York, 


Monthlv. 


Me<lical Record, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Nashville American, 


Nashville, 


Weekly. 


Nation, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


National Carand Locomotive Builder.New York, 


Monthly. 


Nature. 


Ix)ndon, 


Weekly. 


Nebraska Tribune (German), 


Omaha, 


Weekly, 


Nebraska State Journal. 


Lincoln. 


Daily. 


New Orleans Times-Democrat, 


New Orleans, 


Weekly, 


New York Tribune, 


New York, 


Daily. 


New York World. 


New York, 


Daily. 


Nineteenth Century. 


London, 


Monthly. 


Noi-th American Review. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


uniciai Gazette of the United State 






Patent Office, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Omaha Bee. 


Omaha, 


Daily. 


Omaha Clinic, 


Omaha. 


Monthly. 


Omaha Excelsior, 


Omalia, 


Weekly. 


Omaha World HeraW, 


Omaha. 


Daily. 



Outinif. 


New York, 


Monthly. 




Philudelpliiu TimeH. 


Pltiladelpliia, 


Daily. 


Political Science Qimrterly 


New York, 


Quarterly. 


Popular Stience Montlily, 


New York, 


Montlily. 


Portfolio, 


London, 


MonUily. 


Piil>Lic Opinion, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Publislier's Weekly, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Quarterly Journal of Econoniii-s, 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


Railroad and Engi nee ring_ Journal, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Review of Review^ 


London, 


Monthly. 


Revue (lea Deux Moiules, 


Paris, 


Fortnightly 


St. Louis Olobe Demofmt, 


St, Louis, 


Daily. 


St. Nit'holi.8. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


San Francisco C;iii-oni<le, 


San Francisco, 


Daily. 


Saturday Review, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Science, 


Cambridge, 


Weekly. 


Scientific Amerirun. 


New York, 


Weekly. 




New York, 


Weekly. 


Scribiier's Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Siderial Slessenger. 


North Held, 


Monthly. 


Society of Chemical Industry. 


London, 


Monthly. 


Sunday Magazine, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Technology Arcliitectul-al Revieiv, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Ueber I^nd luid Meer, 


Stuttgart, 


Weekly. 


Unitarian Review, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


University Extension Journal. 


London, 


Fortnightly 


Washington Star, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Western Electi-ician, 


Chicago. 


Weekly. 


Westminster Review, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Wide Awake, 


Boston, . 


Monthly. 


Wood's Medical and Rui^ical Mon- 






ographs, 


New York, 


Monthly. 




Boston, 


Weekly. 


LIST OF 


DONORS. 


VOL- PAU- HUH 
UMES. PHLET8, BERS 


Allan Jessie 




9 


American Bar Association I 




American Library Association — 




1 


American Society of Ci^-il Enginee 




1 




Amlierst College, Amherst, Mass . . 




8 




Astor Library. New York 




1 




Brockton Public Library 




ft 




Bronson Li brary 1 




Brooklme (Mass.) Public Library . . 




1 




Brooklyn Lilirary 




3 
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Brymmer, D 

Canada, Royal Society o^ 

Cbica^ Public Library 

Chicago University 

Cincinnati Public Ubrary '. 

Cleburne, Mrs. E .' 

Cornell 'UniverMty 

Council Bluffs (Ift.) Public Library 

Creig:hton College Students' Library 

Darrow. Mrs. R. H 

Denver Public Library 

Dover (N. H.) Public Library 

Duluth (Minn.) Board of Public Works 

Elgutter. C. 8 

Enoch Pratt Library 

Furnas,E.W 

Grand Rapids Public School Library 

Qriffis, W. E 

Hartford (Conn.) Library Association 

Harvard University 

Howard, G. E 

Howard Memorial Library (New Orleans) 

Indianapolis (Ind.) Public Library 

Iowa State Agricultural College 

Jaynes, H. S 

Jenkins, J 

Johnstown (Penn.) Report of Secretary of Relief Com- 



!^.Dsas Stat« Historical Society 

Kbuvalinka, J. G 

Lawrence (Mass.) Public Library 

Leech, E. O 

Library Bureau 

Los Angeles Public Library 

Lovett, J 

Lynn (Mass.) Public Library 

Manchester (N. H.) City Library 

Mann.N.M 

May. R, L 

McKnight, D. A 

Merriam, Dr. L. A 

Minneapolis (Minn.) Public Library 

Missionai'y Conference 

Missouri Civil Service Reform Association . 

Morse Institute, Natick, Mass 

Morrow, Mrs, H, A 

Nebraska Bankers' Association 
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Nebraska Secretar}' of State 

Newark (N. J.) Free Public Library 

Newberry Library 

Newburyport (Mass.) Public Library 

New UaveD Public Library 

New York Heri^antile Library Association 

New York State University 

O'Reilly, J.B 

Paterson, N. J., Public Library 

Pawtucket Free Library 

Paattie,E.W 

Pennsylvania Historical Society 

Pennsylvania University 

Philadelpliia Library Company 

PoorH. V. andH. W 

Portland (Me.) Public Library 

Pratt Institute 

Providence (R. L) Public Library 

Salem Public Library. 

Sawin J. M 

Smith E. C 

Somerville (Mass.) Public Library 

Springfield (Mass.) Library Association 

Sterret J. MacB 

St. Louis Mercantile Library 

St. Louis Public Library 

Summers Dr. J. E. jr 

Supeiior (Wis.) Board of Trade 

Sweeay W. F 

Thayer E. H 

Tbomas Crane Public Library (Qiiincy Mass.) , . 

Toronto Public Library . 

Tuft's Libi'aiy (Weymouth Mass.) 

Tyler W. G 

VanGiesonDr H. C 

Vogue N. C 

Wallace Wm 

Waltliam (Mass.) Public Library 

Washington, D. C. Various Departments. 

Waterhouse S 

Wells S.F 

Wilmington (Del.) Institute. 

Wisconsin State Historical Society 

Worcester Free Public Library 

Yale College 
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DOUGLAS COUNTY, ) 

Lewis S. Beed, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the 
Otnaha Public Library, being duly sworn, xayx that tlie foregoing 
report is true as he verily believes. 

LEWIS S. RKVA). 

Subsvribed in my presence and sicorn to before 
, me this 27th day of June, A. D. 1891. 

' ' Notary Public. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council of Ike City of Omaha: 

The Directors of the Public Library of said city submit 
lisrewitli their fifteenth annual report, showing the condition of 
tlieir trust on tlie first day of June, 1892. 

The general law of the state, Act entitled "An act to author- 
ize cities to establish and maintain free public libraries and rend- 
ing rooms," approved, February 25th, 1875, Still in force, under 
which the Omaha Public Library wns established, required an 
«nnual report to the City or Town Council, and former reports 
have been so made. The ordinance of the City of Omaha, num- 
ber 3027, entitled "An Ordinance to establish a Public Library, 
Reading Room, Art Galleries and Museums, and to provide for 
the management, protection and government of the same," 
approved, May 2, 1892, directs that tlie report be made to the 
Mayor and City Council, and this report is therefore made in 
duplicate, and addressed accordingly. 

In the main there Is no great difference in the terms and pro- 
visions of the State law and the city ordinance. The latter con- 
fers upon the Directors of the Library additional powers, and at 
the same time imposes new duties and restraints. 

The reports of the Secretary and the Librarian, iippended, 
contain the specific information in detail required by law. 

The number of boolts bought during the year is less than 
usual, because the fifty feet of land purchased to enlarge tlu- 
building site must be paid for out of tlie Library Fund, and for 
the further reason that the crowded condition of our present 
rooms rendered extensive purchases inadvisable. 

The Board regrets that the new Library building cannot be 
completed as soon as wa.s hoped. The annual report for 1891 
said (see page 8) '-With prompt and energetic action, and a hearty 
co-operation in all the departments of the city government. _iour 
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Board believes that tlic bonds cau be vuted, issued and sold, and 
the work of construction proceeded witli bo rapidly tbat the 
Library building can be completed for occupancy before the close 
of 1892." 

In conse<iuence of a question as to the right of the city to 
purchase the fifty feet on Harney Street, adjacent to the ground 
donated by the late Byron Keed and liis family, litigation resulted, 
which, for a time, delayed the arrangements for a speedy con- 
struction of the building. A trial was had in the District Court, 
and the decision rendered bv Judge Irvine sustained the Library 
Board. and its recommendations in favor of enlarging tlie building 
site have been carried out. imd the fifty feet of ground has been 
t>ought and conveyed to tlio City of Omaha. 

The lieirs of Byron Itecd have at all times shown a willingness 
to aid in making it easy for tlie city to perform its part of what 
was required under tlie will to carry out the manifest wishes of 
the deceased. In January, lt)92, at the request of the Board, the 
heirs united in executing a paper consenting to certain modifica- 
tions in tlie requirements of the will respecting the donated lot. 
These modifications permit that the building may occupy less 
than the whole lot, that it may be located partially on the Rfty 
feet purehased by the city, that it may be less than four stories 
high, and that fire proofing, similar to that in W. A. Paxton's 
Block on Ifitli and Farnam Streets, may be used in the construc- 
tion. Tlie delivery to the city of this document, and its accept- 
ance liy tlie City Council, removed the objections urged by those 
who thouglit the terms of 2t!r. Ueed's bequest so strict tliat com- 
pliance therewith was not practicable. 

In March last, the Board invited architects to submit designs 
for a building, and the following named architects entered into 
the competition: Mendelsohn, Fisher & Laurie, Omaha; Charles 
Biendorfl, Oninha; Sidney Smith, Omaha; J. W. Bryan, Omaha; 
.losepli Irwin, Omaha; Walker & Kimball, Boston and Omaha; 
W. A. Otis, Cliicago. 

Several of tlie plans submitted possessed excellent features 
and indicated tlioughtful study on the part of the Architects as 
to tlie needs of a Library Building. After careful consideration 
by the Board, preference was, on ii vote by ballot, given to the 
plans made by Walker i: Kimball, and those gentlemen have been 
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employe<i as Architects, and are now perfecting tlie sptx^iflcAtions 
so that bids will soon be requested. 

The design for tbe Library Building has Iweii criticised as 
being plain. The Board (see 18!)1 rejiort, page 7) recommended 
that bonds to the amount of $150,000 be voted, but tbe City 
Council decided tliat not more than * 100,000 could bo devoted to 
the purpose. The building had to be a tirst-class, lire proof 
structure, and there being sueb a limited amount of money appli- 
cable, the Board qonaidereil utility and ap|)roi>riatene9S mori' 
essential thaji an ornate external appearance. The Board believes 
the elevation chosen meets tbe best requirements of good taste, 
and it is contirmed in this belief by the commendations of 
many people especially competent in these matters, who have 
examined the drawings. The plan is so arranged that an exten- 
sion towards the south can be added without destroying the 
portion first erected, and without losing valunble space. 

J'be recent ordinance passed by tlie city May 2, 1892, directs 
that there be established in Omaha, Public Libraries, Ueading 
rooms. Art Galleries and Museums. Prior to the completion of 
our new building but little can be done in tbe way of acquiring 
works of art or property to be placed in the museum. As soon as 
the building is ready so that suitable rooms can be assigned for 
these new departments, it will be the pleasure of the Board to pro- 
ceed with the work of establishing an Art Gallery and Museum. 
Mr. Julius Meyer, we understand, has signified his intention to 
place part of his valuable Indian Collecthm in the Museum, and 
it is believed Mr. Fred Parker, of Florence, will present to the 
city some of the fossils, petrifactions, and pre-historic relics 
which he has obtained during his travels in the western country. 
Other collectors of note will no doubt make valuable contribu- 
tions when the Board shall be ready to receive them. 

The Board commends Miss Jessie Allan and her courteous and 
competent assistants for the excellent manner in which they have 
performed their work during the past year. 

The library rooms and its liooks keep many boys off the streets 
and away from surroundings that might be injurious. The habit 
formed early in life of reading good books is always continued, 
and the studious boys become tlioughtful men and good citizens. 

To his honor ilayor Bemis and U> each membei- of the City 
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Council, your Board wishes to return its warmest and most hearty 
thanks. The promptness with wliich the Council lias always con- 
sidered and acted upon suggestions for the improvement of the 
Library shows a proper appreciation for its importance. 

The lioard feels that no lietter value is received for any public 
money tlian for what is expended for maintaining the Library, 
and we believe its usefulness will be largely increased wlien it can 
occupy its permanent home. 

All of which ia respectfully submitted. 

Hy order of the Board, 

I-EWIS S. REKIX Tresident. 
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REPORT OF THK SECRETARY. 



To the President of the Public Library Board: 

Sik: The following is a statemeut of tbe monies expended on 
account of the Omaha Public Library and Reading Kooins foi the 
year ending May SI, 1892: 

For books purchased and freight $6,888 82 

Periodicals 662 20 

Binding 1,318 41 

iDsurance 200 00 

~" 18,979 48 
BUtLDIHa ACCOUNT. 

Reot 13,100 00 

Gas and Electric Lijiht 733 86 

Furniture and improvemeDts 276 00 

Janitor service 345 10 

AdvertieiDgBond Propositionfor New Library Building 100 51 

Payment on lot for New Library Building 6,000 00 

$9,5'i5 47 

SALARY ACCOUNT. 

Librarian and assistants $5,209 63 

15,209 63 

SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 

Printing, stationery, etc I 410 83 

Ice, Diatches, brooms, etc 58 46 

Uiscellaneous. 19 40 

$ 488 6fi 

Total $34,333 31 

Very respectfully, 

Wm. S. CIRTIS, 

Secretary. 
Omaha, .luNE 6, 1892. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN, 



Omaha, NmiitAHKA, June 1, 1892. 
To the Directors of the Omaha Public Library: 

I have the honor to submit the fifteenth annual report of the 
Librarian of the Omaha Public Library, giving the condition and 
work of the library for the year ending May 31, 1892. 

On June 1, 1891, 33,643 volumes had been entered in tlie ac- 
cession catalogue. At this date we are able to report 38,471; 
showing a gain of 4,828, This number comprises 4,226 volumes 
gained by purchase, 156 by binding periodicals taken for use in 
the reading room and 445 gifts, a list of the donors of which may 
be Been in the appendix. 

The fact that the aggregate of accessions and the number of 
noticeable books and bound periodicals is decidedly less than the 
previous year, is due to our limited quarters, wliich have been, 
not only a constant menace to our books, but have precluded the 
idea of extensive additions. 

This is especially unfortunate as regards the periodicals, as all 
libraries, realizing the importance of the immense field of litera- 
ture to which Poole's Index offers easy access, are making every 
effort to purch,ise sets which are not only increasing rapidly in 
price, but are becoming practically unobtainable. 

The class of Hie accessions is shown by the following table: 

Biography 180 

Bound Periodicals 309 

Fine Arts 132 

General Literature 165 

History 1110 

Language and Education 4S 

Law 7 

Medicine and Hygiene 4*! 
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Natural History 143 

Natural ScieDce , 7tt 

Philosophy 11 

Poetry and Drama 335 

Political and Social 8t;ience 131 

Prose Fiction (adult) 107 

Prose Fiction (Juvenile) 336 

Public Documents (unclassified) 155 

Reference Books 78 

Religion and Theology 77 

Travels and Description 133 

' Useful and Recreative Arts j. 285 

Duplicates of all classes 2015 

With the exception of the duplicates, a general idea of the ac- 
cessions may be obtained from this table. The distribution of 
" Heading for the Voung," involved a heavy purchase of juvenile 
i>ooks. The aim has been to give special attention to the duplica- 
tion of other classes than fiction. 

Added to this, during the months of April and May, a careful 
examination of the departments of history, biography, natural 
science and practical arts was made. This resulted in a large 
order to replace worn out books and to place on our shelves new 
cditionw of old and tried works. These acquisitions are of too 
recent a date to affect the circulation as given in this report. 

Among the prominent purchases of the year may be mentioned: 

Alteneck. Artistic wrought iron work. 

Archiooioglcal Institute of America. Papers. 12 vols. 

L'Art. Vols. 1-40. ^ 

Burney. General history of music. 

Chatfers. Murks and monograms on pottery and porcelain. 

Clark. The steam engine. 

Dublin Review. Vols. 1-106. 

Duruy. Histary of Greece. 

Fiske. The discovery of America (large paper edition). 

Gamier. The soft porcelain of Sevres. 

Gotch and Brown. The architecture of the r 

Graphic. Vols. 1-42. 

Harper. English pen-artists of today. 
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Holmes. WritingB (large paper edition). 

Julian. Dictionary of hymnology. 

Ljron. Colonial furniture of New England. 

HcCook. American spiders and their epinning-work. 

Penrose. Principles of Atlienian architecture. 

Portfolio. Vols. 1-21. 

Rose. Modern machine-shop practice. 

Sargent. The silva of North America. Vols. 3-3. 

Stevens, t^-aimiles of manuscripts in European archives relating 

to America. Vols. 8-12. 
Theatre. Vols. 1-48. 
Thomson. The Barbizon School. 
Thymms and Wyatt, The art of illuminating. 

The most important pamphlets have, ae received, been bound 
and placed in the circulating department. Increased space and 
the facilities offered by a permanent building will enable us to 
utilize not only the 389 pamphlets received this year, but the 
accumulation of many years. 

A heavy circulation combined with a pagc-by-page examina- 
tion of the department of Action has resulted in the condemnation 
of 801 volumes as unserviceable. As other copies of the same are 
discarded, many of these will have deficiencies supplied as have 
sixty-nine volumes reported last year. Lost volumes num- 
ber twelve; two being from the reading room, eight from the ref- 
erence room and two taken on cards and not returned, book- 
borrowers and guar.antors having left the city. Eighty-four vol- 
umes of duplicate public documents have been sent to Washington 
' to be re-distributed. liy deducting tiiuse items we have a net gain 
of 4,000 volumes. 
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CIRCULATION. 



Tlie circulating department has been open 307 days. The 
iiiimber of books issued for home use was 189,007, being an aver- 
age daily issue of 623, and a gain over the previous year of 26,- 
305. The largest issue for tionie use any one day was 1,402; the 
smallest -iSi. 

The following table shows the number of lM>oks drawn for 
home reading during the year, also the daily average as compared 
with the preceding year: 



July 

August . . . 
September. 

October. .. 
November 
December. 
January . . 
February , 
March . . . . 

May 



10491 
13150 
ia7l>5 

31718 
12161 
12831 

13879 
15680 
15139 

17314 
15487 
13557 



14487 
17886 

isoas 

19034 
20090 
17425 
16087 
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The character of the books drawn for home use is sliowii by 
the following statement: 



Frose Fiction (adult) 

Prose Fiction (juvenile) 

Poetry and Drama 

Gtoncral Literature 

Ancient Classics 

Biography 

History 

Travels and Description 

Natural History and Natural Science 

Userul and Fine Arts 

Medicine aud Hygiene 

FbiloEopby 

Language and Education 

Political and Social Science and Law 

Religion and Theology 

While the change in the class of reading is neither sufficiently 
marked to attract attention nor to draw hasty conclusions, permit 
me to call attention to the decrease in the use of fiction. The 
four per cent, represents only the actual decrease in the number of 
volumes, and fails to show the decided elevation of standard of 
books desired in this department. An examination of the shelf- 
lists will, by showing number of copies, indicate the relative favor 
in which the ixioks are held, 

A satisfactory and very inexpensive feature has been intro- 
duced during the year— the circulation of current numbers of a 
few periodicals. Additional copies of the Atlantic, 1; Century, 5; 
Chautauquan, 2^ Cosmopolitan, 2; Forum, 3; Harper, 5; North 
American, 3; Outing, 2; Popular Science, 1; Ht. JC icliolas, 3: 
Seribners, 3; Wide Awake, 2, are circulated in tiie same manner as 
books, except that the time is limited to seven days witiiout the 
privilege of renewal. 
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REFERENCE ROOM. 



Tlie i-ufereiK-i' itKim han tmeii open every day during tlie year 
with the exwption of the following named legal holidaj's: Jan- 
uary 1; February 2d; April 22; May 30; July 4; Septemlier 7; 
November 2li; December 25. 

No attempt haa been made to determine the exact number of 
visitors to this room, hut a conservative estimate based on figui-es 
obtained on ri'p resents live days places the number at 40,150. In 
addition to tlie actual reference books. U> whicli the public has 
direct access. .^0,7 IS volumes have been drawn from the circulating 
department for reference work. 

A notieeable and constantly growing use is being made of the 
publications of ilie Patent Office. This is especially gratifying 
when we consider oiu' poor equipment for this work. Beside our 
local patrons, many communications have l)een received from 
cities hundreds of miles away to ascertain what the library ixw- 
sesscd in this class. I would earnestly request your considera- 
tion as to the advisability of making a beginning toward procuring: 
completi' sets of tlie Drawings and Specifications of Uiiited States 
X^atent-; and the Patent Reports of <!reat llritain. 

READING ROOM. 

The rea<liiig room has been open 307 days, from !) a. m. to y r. 
M., and llfty-one days from 12 m. to 7 i". m. It is supplied with 
1 12 periodicals, u full list of which may he found in the .tppendix. 

The nuniliL'r of visitors is placed at 111,290, an average of 310 
a day. Seventy-one periodicals are kept in binders on the table 
or on racks; the others are obtained by calling at the delivery 
counter, 1 t,2:i(t such requests having been filled during the year. 

BOOK BORROWERS. 

The total number of registrations and re- registrations to 
June I. 1H1)2. is 2i),;i;i9. Of these 111,4'JSI have been cancelled, 
leaving :i.Hr>0 carils still usable. Of this number 4,765 were 
issued (luring Uie year, 2,425 U. girls and women and 2,340 to 
lioys and men. 

Ue<piesls to draw books are luuneroiis from residents of 
Council Bluffs. South Omaha. Itellcvue, Florence, Benson and 
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many homes heyomS the limits of llie city. Whether an aiiaiige- 
ment with officials of towns not in possession of libiftries. might 
not add to the wider usefulness of this library, and also tend to 
disseminate the library spirit throughout the State, is a question 
which I most respectfully beg to submit for your t-on si deration. 

CATALOGUES. 

In November, the third annual supplement to the Finding 
List of 1888 was published. The eard catalogue )ias with some 
exceptions been kept up to date. Bulletins of new books have 
been regularly posted and numerous special lists iiave been pub- 
lished through the courtesy of the press. 

In November, our edition of five hundred copies of " Iteading 
for the Young" was received. Owing to the impossibility of 
inserting shelf marks, it had been necessary to print tlie catalogue 
in single columns, thereby increasing it to "221 pages. The books 
for the smallest readers designated " c" were not purchased; but 
the majority of the others had been received and catalogued. 

One hundred and fifty-seven copies were taken to the schools. 
A personal call was made on each principal, to whom tlie catalogue 
was explained. Certificates and rules of mcmbei-shp were at the 
same time left for distriliution. 

The result as regards new borrowers was more than we bad 
expected; but tlie use of tljc catalogue not ivhat we had hoped. 
While the interest manifested liy many of the teachers lias 
amounted to enthusiasm others have lieen decidedly iudifFerent. 
That this is the result of thoughtlessness we donbt not. The 
words of Mr. Cliarles P'rancis Adams, .Ir.. to the leaclu'rs of the 
schools of Quincy, are equally applicable here. 

" As I have visited the schools since, J have taken occasion to 
ask for these catalogues, and 1 am soi'ry t<i my, I have generally 
found them — there arc two or tliree notalile exceptions to this re- 
mark — locked away in some drawer of the teacher's desk, and 
looking on examination mo.it suggestively fresh and clean. 
I want very much indeed to see our really admirable town library 
become a more living element IJian it now is in our school system, 
its complement in fact. Neither trustee nor librarian, no matter 
how faithful or zealous he may be, can make it so; for we can 
not know enough of the individual scholars to give them that 
which they personally need and which only they will take; you 
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can nwt fued them until yoii know what they like; and that we 
in dealing with the mass, can not get at. You teachers, however, 
can get at it if yon choose." 

Sii|jcrliiteiidcnt Fitzpatrick is fully in accord witli the move- 
ment. * At his request, short lists of books have been prepared for 
diffiTi'iit grades. Wi be used during the coming year. 

The library will need in the near future a type written author 
card catalogue for the delivery room, delivery stations, class 
rooms and ■' University extension." 

Itespectfullysubmitted, 

JESSIK ALLAN, Librarian. 

SUMMARY. 

Total number of volumes 88471 

' Number added during the year 4828 

Book Borrowers cards issued during the year 4765 

CIRCULATION. 

For home use 180.007 

For library use 30.743 

Reference books (estimated) 40,150 

Magazines 14,230 

Reading room (estimated) 111,290 

Ti.tal, 885,420 

RECEIPTS. 

From lines 8886:80 

From subscriptions 17.50 

From the sale of catalogues 67.70 

Total, 1061.00 
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LIST OF DONORS.— Appendix "A.' 



Allan, Mrs. J. T 

Amherst College 

Bettesworth, a W 

Boston Public Library 

Brewer. Dr. L 

BrookliDB. (Mass.) Public Library ....' 

firooklyn Public Library 

Bryan, W. J. 8ee WashingtoD 

Brymmer.D 

Butterfleld, C. W . . , 

Cambridge Public Library 

Central Park Menagerie 

Chicago Public Library 

Chicago Uoivereity 

Cincinnati Public Library , 

Cleveland Public Library , 

Coluoibua Public Library 

Connell, W. G 

Cornell University.... 

Cox, W. W 

Dayton Public Library 

Decatur (III.) Public Library 

Denver Public Library , 

Despatch Prlntiag Company, Denver 

Detroit Library Commission , 

Detroit Public Library 

Dover, (N. H.) Public Library 

Egypt Exploration Fund 

Bogle, Mrs. F 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 

Fletcher Public Library 

Grand Island Public Library 

Grand Rapids Public School Library 

Gazette Printing Company, Denver ^. . 

Griffis, W. E 

Hartford Public Library 

Hartford Seminary 

Harvard University 

Howard Memorial Library (New Orleans), . . 

Iowa State Library 

Jersey City Public Library 

LaFayette Public Library 

Lehmer, J. R 
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Leland Stanford Jr. University 

Eincoln Public Library 

Los Angeles Public Library 

Lynn, (Meisb.) Public Library 

Manchester Public Library 

Manderson, C. F. See Washington 

Massachusetts State Board of Health 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Minneapolis Public Library 

Morse Institute, (Natick, Mass) 

Nebraska State Historical Society 

Nebraska State Horticultural Society 

Nevada, Adjutant General of. 

Newark Free Public Library 

Newberry Library 

Newburyport (Mass ) Public Library 

New York State University 

North Adams Public Library 

Omaha Hoard of Trade 

Omaha City Comptroller 

Omaha Superintendent of Public Schools 

Peabody Institute 

Peattie, R B 

Peele, W. A.,Jr 

Pennsylvania University 

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Science 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Pratt Institute 

Providence (R. I.) Public Library 

Publisher's Weekly 

Reddick's Library (Ottawa, III.) 

Register Publishing Company, Chicago 

Rosewater. E 

Rule and Cole, (Caldwell, Idaho) 

Salem Public Library 

Sao FriQcisco Mercantile Library Association.. 

Scranton Public Library 

■ Seattle Board of Trade 

Somervilie (Mass.) City Library 

Southard. J. B 

Springfield (Mass.) City Library 

State Agricultural College, Iowa 

Stebbins, B.S 

St. Joseph Conservatory of Music 

St. Louis Mercantile Library 
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St. LouJB Public Library 

Bt. Paul Public Library 

SurgeoD General's Otllce, U. S 

Taunton Public Library 

Tbomas Crane Library 

Toledo Public Library 

Tuft's Library (Weymouth, Mass.) 

University of California 

Vasaar College 

Vassar, John G., Estate 

Wallace, William 

Warder Public Library 

Washington, D. C. Various Departments .. . 

Wilmington (Del.) Institute 

Worcester Free Public Library 

World's Columbian Exposition Commission . . 

World's Congress Auxiliary, Chicago 

Wright, CD 

Yiiie College 



APPENDIX "B." 
[■ OF PERIODICALS CURRENTLY RECEIVED, 



American Anthropologist, 
American Architect and Building 

News, 
American Art Printer, 

American. Builder and Wood Worker,New York, 
American Chemical Journal, 
American Journal of Archaeology, 
American Journal of Obstetrics, 
American Journal of Philology, 
American Journal of Psychology, 
American Machinist, 
American Naturalist, 
American Notes and Queries, 
Andover Review, 
Architect, 

Architectural Eeview, 
Arena The, 



Washington, 


Quarterly. 


Boston, 


Weekly. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


-,New York, 


Monthly. 


Baltimore. 


Monthly. 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Baltimore, 


Quarterly. 


Worcester, 


Quart«rty. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Philadelphia, 


Monthly. 


Philadelphia, 


Weekly. 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


London, 


Weekly. 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


New York, 


Monthly. 
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Army and Navy Journal, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


ArtL,' 


Paris, 


Fortnightly. 


AstroQOmy and Astro-Physics, 


NorthfleW, 


Monthly. 




London, 


Weekly: 


Atlanta Constitution, 


Atlanta, 


Weekly. 


AUantio Monthly, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Black and Whit«, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Blackwood's Magazine, 


Edinburgh, 


Monthly. 


Book Buyer, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Book Ghat, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Boston Advertiser, 


Boston, 


Daily. 


Boston Public Library Bulletins, 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


British Medical Jonmal. 


London, 


Weekly. 


Cassell's Magazine of Art, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Century Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly, 


Chautauquan, 


Meadville, Pa., 


Monthly. 


Chemical News, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Chicago Times, 


Chicago, 


Daily. 


Chicago Tribune, 


Chicago, 


Daily. 


Christian Register, 


Boston, 


Weekly. 


Cincinnati Enquirer, 




Daily. 


Congressional Record, 


Washington, 


Daily. 


Consular Reports of the U. S., 


Washington, 


Monthly. 


Coatemporary Review, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Co-operative Index to Periodicals, 


New York, 


Annual. 


Critic, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Cosmopolitan, 


New York. 


Monthly. 


Denver R«publican, ' 


Denver, 


Daily. 


Dial, 


Chicago, 


Monthly. 


Edinburgh Review, 


London, 


Quarterly. 


Education, 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


Educational Review, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Electrical World, 


New York. 


Weekly. 


Engineer, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Engineering, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Eagineering News, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


English Illustrated Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


EngliBh Notes and Queries, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Etude, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Far and Near, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Figaro, 


Paris, 


Weekly. 


Forest and Stream, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Fortnightly Review, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Forum. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Freak LesUe's Illustrated Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Garden and Forest, 


New York, 


Weekly. 
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OBrtenlaube Die, 


Liepzig, 


Weekly, 


Harper's Baiar, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Uagazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Harper's Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Harper's Young People, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Hickcox Monthly Catalogue of 








Washington, 


Monthly. 


Illustrated London News, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Irish World, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Irrigation Age The, 


Denver, 


Fortnightly. 


Johns Hopkins University Studies, 


Baltimore. 


Monthly. 


Journal of American Follc-Lore, 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


Journal of the Society of Chemical 






Industry, 


London, 


Monthly. 


Journal of United Labor, 




Weekly. 


Kansas City Journal, 


Kansas City, 


Daily. 


Kindergarten, 


Chicago, 


Monthly. 


Library Journal, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Life, 


New York. 


Weekly. 


Lippincott's Magazine, 


Philadelphia, 


Monthly. 


Literary News, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Literary World, 


Boston, 


Fortnightly. 


Littell's Living Age, 


Boston, 


Weekly. 


London Graphic, 


London, 


Weekly. 


London Times, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Magazine of American History, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Medical Becord, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Midland, 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Musical Courier, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


Nation, 


New York, 


Weekly. 


National Car and Locomotive Builder.New York, 


Monthly. 


National Magazine, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


Nature, 


London, 


Weekly. 


Nebraska Tribune, (German) 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Nebraska State Journal, 


Lincoln, 


Daily. 


New England Magazine. 


Boston, 


Monthly. 


New Orleans Times-Democrat, 


New Orleans, 


Weekly. 


New World, 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


New York Freeman's Journal, 


New York, 


Weekly, 


New York Tribune, 


New York, 


Daily. 


New York World, 


New York, 


Daily. 


Nineteenth Century, 


London, 


Monthly. 


North American Review, 


New York. 


Monthly. 


Official Gazette of the United States 




Patent Office, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Omaha Bee, 


Omaha, 


Duly. 
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Omaha Cliaic, 

Omaha Excelsior, 

Omaha World-Herald, 

Outing, 

Overland HoDthly, 

Philadelphia Times, 

Ptiilosopbical Review, 

Political Science Quarterly, 

Popular Science Monthly, 

Portfolio, 

Public Opinion, 

Publisher's Weekly, 

Quarterly Journal of Economics, 

Quarterly Review, 

Railroad and Engineering Journal, 

Revue Des E)eux Uondea, 

St. Louis Olohe- Democrat, 

St. Nicholas, 

San Francisco Chronicle, 

Saturday Review, 

Science, 

Scientific American, 

Scientific American Supplement, 

Scribner'B Magazine, 

Sunday Magazine, 

TTeber Land und Heer, 

University Extension Journal, 

"Washington Star, 

Western Electrician, 

'Westminster Review, 

Wide Awake, 

Youth's Companion, ; 



Omaba, 


Monthly. 


Omaha, 


Weekly. 


Omaha, 


Daily, 


New York, 


Monthly. 


San Francisco, 


Monthly. 




Daily. 


Boston, 


Bi-Monthly. 


New York, 


Quarterly. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


London, 


Monthly. 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly, 


Boston, 


Quarterly. 


London, 


Quarterly. 


New York, 


Monthly, 


Paris, 


Fortnightly, 


St. Louis, 


Daily. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


San Francisco, 


Daily. 


London, 


Weekly. 


Cambridge, 


Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


New York, 


Weekly. 


New York, 


Monthly. 


London, 


Monthly, 


Stuttgart, 


Weekly. 


London, 


Fortnightly, 


Washington, 


Weekly. 


Chicago, 


Weekly. 


London, 


Monthly. 


Boston, 


Monthly, 


Boston, 


Weekly. 



Statb of Neiiraska, I 

JJOIT.LAS COUSTV. \ 

Lewis S. Reed, President of the Board of Directors, of the 
Omaha Public Library, being duly sworn, says that the foregoing 
rejwrt is true and correct as lie verily believes. 

LEWIS S. EEED. 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to be- 

\ NOTARIAL / fore me tliis 28th day of June, A, D. 1892, 

I SKAi.. t HARRY D. REED. 

Notary Pvblic. 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

To the Honorable the Mayor and City Council of the City of Omaha : 

The Directors of the Omaha Public Library aubmit herewith 
their Sixteenth Annual Report, showing the condition of their 
trust on the first day of Jane, 1693. 

The reports of the Secretary and Librarian, made a part of 
this report, contain the statistical information as to the condition 
of the Library. 

It will be noted that the amount expended in the purchase of 
books is materially lees than the previous year, but the usefulness 
of the Library seems not to have been seriously lessened thereby, 
for the year's record shows an increase over previous years in the 
circulation of books. 

The necessary economy in purchases, owing to payment for 
land occupied by the Library building, will cease after the current 
year, as there remains but the sum of $4,000.00 and interest there- 
on yet to be paid. 

The amount expended for services of librarian and assistants 
does not show a material increase. The decrease in the item of 
rent paid is to be attributed to the very favorable proposition of 
the Hon, Wm, A, Paxton, to allow the nee of the rooms now occu- 
pied at a low rental until January 1, 1894, by which time it is 
hoped the new building will be ready. 

In December, 1892, the Board began preparations for removal 
to quarters in the City Hall, but the expense of removal promised 
to about equal the rent, to say nothing of inconvenience to the 
public owing to the enforced closing of the Library for some days; 
so it was determined to remain where we are. 

The members of the Board look forward with pleasure to the 
prospect of issuing the next annnal report from a new, beautiful 
and permanent home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By order of the Board, 

LEWIS S. REED, 

President. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 

To the President of the Omaha Public Library Board: 

Sib: — The fullowicg is a Btatement of the moneys expended 
on accouDt of the Omaha Public Library aad Reading Rooms for 
the year ending 3Iay ^1, 1893, including paymenls upon the 
Library lot and building: 

Book Account. 

For books purchased and freight $ 4>490 JJ 

Ptriodicals and newspapers 68l ol 

Binding i,S58 63 

$ 6,639 47 

Building Account, 

Rent $ 1,450 oa 

Electric lighting 572 31 

Furniture and improvements 128 11 

Janitor service 347 41 

Fayinents on the Library lot . • 9,400 00 

Payments on the Library building 34i7oS 38 

36,606 13 

Salary Account. 
Librarian and assistants 5>234 4S 

Supply Account. 

Printing, stationery, postage, etc $ 301 76 

Ice, matches, brooms, etc 25 41, 

Miscellaneous 25 75 

352 93 

Total $48,832 98 

Very respectfully, 

WM. S. CURTIS, 
Omaha, June 9, 1893. Secretary. 



s s. 






Si 1 I I s 



- s^ I^S'll^i' 



'^^s sffi S ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

Omaha, Nebraska, June 1, 1893. 
To the Board of Directors Oma?ia Public Library: 

The Sixteenth Annual Report of the Librarian of the Omaha 
Public Library, giving the condition and-work for the year ending 
May 31, 1803, is herewith submitted: 

Books. 

There have been entered in the accession catalogue, to date, 
42,332 volumes, 3,858 of which are this year's additions. The 
number purchased is 2,448, being about one-half the number 
bought each year for the last three years. 

By purchasing a few missing numbers, the periodicals used 
in the reading room have furnished 219 volumes of permanent 
value. 

The gifts of the year are greater by fifty per cent than any 
previous year in the history of the Library. Through the cour- 
tesy of Senator Manderson, we have received from Washington, 
939 volumes. These have not only assisted in bringing our offi- 
cial set of government reports toward completion, but have 
brought up to date Arch teo logical, Ethnological, Geographical, 
■Geological and Smithsonianlnstitution reports. To any one famil- 
iar with these documents, it is unnecessary to speak of their value. 

Governor Boyd forwarded 37 volumes of territorial and early 
state reports; W. J. Broatch 67, and \V. J. Connell 52 volumes of 
miscellaneous government-publications. 

By request of Hon. A J, Poppleton, Mr. Thomas S. Wright, 
general attorney of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway 
Company, has had prepared and forwarded to the library two vol- 
umes containing the "Record and Arguments of the Chicago, 
Rock Isl.ind & Pacific Railway Company vs. The Union Pacific 
Railway Company " These volumes, in addition to their legal 
value, form a valuable contribution lo the Union Pacific collection 
obtained from the library of the late O. F. Davis. ' 

A full list of the donors of books, pamphlets and numbers 
may be found appended to this report. 

The number of books discarded as worn out is 974. While 
this number maybe partly excused by the fact of fewer accessions 
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in the popular classeB, and the consequent extra use, it is due, in 
the m&in, to the cheap work of the publishers. Ordinary wear 
and tear will not cause a well Bewed book to fall to pieces before 
it has been in the hands of the public six months. The remedy 
rests with the publishinj; houses and until they prepare editions 
for libraries, or have the books for the trade better sewed, we cau 
do nothing but send our books to be re-bound before the leaves 
are fairly soiled. 

The number of books lost is 9. 

In this connection, we are obliged to report the loss of 453 
volumes destroyed by fire at the Omaha Printing Company bindery. 
While the claim of the library was allowed, and most of the items 
have been replaced, the disaster is none the less to be regretted. 

Of books worn out in previous years, 610 volumes have been 
sent to different points, including Benson, KIkhorn, Newman 
Grove, and St. Edwards in this state, Otis, Colorado, the Indian 
schools of western Kansas, and Forts Niobrara and Washakie, 

At this point it may be interesting to note the numher of 
copies of a few of the more popnlar books. Little Women leads 
with 41, Little Lord Fauntleroy, 33; Little Men, :i2; Ben Hur, 26; 
TJncle Tom's Cabin, 18; David Copperfield, House of the Seven 
Gables, Ivanhoe, John Halifax, Nicholas Nickleby, Notre Dame, 
Scarlet Letter, Vanity Fair, 10 or more each. 

The following table furnishes statistics of the number of new 
books added, the number worn out, and the number (including 
daplicates) at present available in each department; 

Aad«d DtKudvd Total 

Ancient Classics 4 324 

Biography 1 1 a 4 2476 

Essays and Hiscellaneous 143 195^ 

Fiction, Adult igj 585 5797 

Fiction, Juvenile 48 330 153" 

Fine Arts 91 710 

Hbtory 164 21 3973 

Language and Education 47 t 417 

Law 43 237 

Medicine and Hygiene 38 49S 

Natural History 67 2 1017 

Natural Science 58 3 811 

Periodicals 223 7 3600 

PhUoiophy 21 I 313 

Poetry and Drama 6t 1 153J 
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Add»< OiMU'd*! 

Political and Social Science 139 1 

Public Documents (unclassified) 997 

Reference Books 52 

Religion and Theology 37 

Travels and Description 109 

Useful and Recreative Arts 186 

Duplicates in all Classes 10Z4 

3858 974 34886 
The Dumber given in the last column does not indicate the total 
number of volumes in the library. It represents books on the 
sbelvea or at the bindery In addition there are several hnndred 
volumes at present in the store room, coDsistiog of dupticates not 
at present in demand, unbound volumes of periodicals, reports 
and transactions of societies. 

ClBCULATlON. 

The circulating depa^rtment has been open 304 days, 52 Sdu- 
liays and 9 legal holidays being deducted. For home reading 
there were 160,734 books issued, an average of 625 a day. 

No book is limited to seven days. All, new and old, are 
iwsiied for fourteen days, with the privilege of renewal for the 
same period. Current numbers of magazines are limited to seven 
days. 

From reports for the year ending December 31, 1892, or later, 
the following statement has been compiled, showing the borne use 
with reference to population: 

Milwaukee gives a book to every .7 inhabitant; Providence, 
.7; Baltimore, 1.0; Cleveland, 1.1; St. Paul, 1.1; Indianapolis, 
1.3; Omaha, 1.4; Detroit, 1.5; Newark, 1.6; Jersey City, 3.1; 
Minneapolis, 2.02. 

The cost per volume for home circulation, salaries alone being 
the basis— Omaha, .027; St. Paul, ,036. Detroit, .045; Newark, 
.053; Minneapolis, .0(il; Milwaukee, .002. 

In March, as an experiment only, a delivery station was estab- 
lished at the corner of Military Avenue and Burdette Street. This 
is one block from the city limit and nearly three miles from the 
Library. Thirteen trips have been made, one each week, and 
668 volumes delivered, at a cost of one-half cent per volume. It 
is suggested that two stations be established in October, one in 
the extreme southeastern, the other in the Bouthwestem part of 
the city. 
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The following table shows the number of books drawn for 
home reading during the year, also the daily average as compared 
with the preceding year: 

IS9I-2 ■ ■ IS92-3 

UoDth Dkjg ClTe>l'D Afertgs 

June z6 12619 4^5 

Julr 26 13099 504 

Auf^st 16 13927 525 

September 25 12489 500 

October 27 14399 533 

November 24 14487 604 

. December 26 1733^ f*7 

Juuary 26 18065 695 

Fobrnary 24 I9034 793 

March 27 20090 744 

April 25 17425 697 

May 25 16037 641 

The character of the books drawn for h 
the following statement: 

Prose Fiction (adult) 53.1 

PioEC Fiction (juvenile) 22 . 8 

Poetry and Drama 1.5 

GeDeral Literature 4,7 

Ancient Classics .2 

Biography 2.5 

History 4.7 

Travels and Description 3.3 

Natural History and Natural Science 1.6 

Useful and Fine Arts 2.4 

Medicine and Hygiene .6 

Philosophy 3 

Language and Education .6 

Political and Social Science and Law .9 

Religion and Theology .9 

Current Periodicals 
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Rkfbrbnce Room. 
The Reference Room has been open 356 days during the year. 
A few books have been added. This room is without an attend- 
ant, the books being on open shelves. The use seems to be the 
same as that of last year, when a careful estimate placed the 
number at 40,150. In addition to the reference books, 40,56S 
Tolnmes have been taken on reading room slips. Assuming that 
each person used but one reference book, the total library use of 
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books during the year was 80,713. No record has been attempted 
of the books used by book-borrowers haviog direct aofcesB to the 
shelves of the circulating departmeDt. This nnmber is constantly 
growing, very little inconvenience having resulted. Some one 
has said that the record of a library expressed in figures is about 
two-thirds the actual use, Th-i satisfaction of the book-borrowers 
more than compensates for the loss of a few numbers as given in 
statistical tables. 

Reading Boou. 

The Beading Boom has an average attendance of 310 a day, 
a total of 110,362. It is supplied with 148 different periodicals, 
received as follows:— 19 daily, 50 weekly, 5 fortnightly, 59 
monthly, 2 bi-monthly, 13 quarterly, and 1 annually. 

In addition to the use of the daily and weekly periodicals on 
the racks and tables, 12,423 magazines hare been given out for use 
in this room. 

Book Bobbowksb. 

The total number of registrations and re-registrations to date 
is 25,919. Cards issued during the year numbered 3,581; 1802 to 
women, 1TT9 to men. 

Delinquent book -borrowers are notified by postal card the 
morning after the book is due, 7,500 such notices having been 
sent. Guarantors are notified on the eightt day after the delin- 
quency has occurred. These numbered 131. 

Work has been begun on the new finding list. The collec- 
tion of pamphlets has been partially classified. Several thousand 
clippings have been mounted. Studies in design are being 
collected, and it is the intention to mount them if possible 
during the summer. Even before these collections hare been 
made known to the public, their use is not infrequent. 



Total number of volumes 43,332 

Number added during the year 3,858 

Book borrower's cards issued during the year 3,581 



For home use 190.734 

For library use 40,56* 

Reference books (estimated) 4O1I50 

Magazines ia,4a3 

Reading room (estimated) 111,360 

Total 394^39 
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RICEIPTS. 

From fines $795 85 

From subscriptions : 18 50 

From the sale of catalogues. 19 00 

Boobs destroyed — Omaha Printing Company bindery 257 26 

DeponU. 303 85 — $1,393 4^ 

Paid ciiy treasurer. I1O90 61 

Deposits refunded iSo 85 — $1,371 46 

Amoant on hand $Z3 oo 

Respectfully submitted, 

JESSIE ALLAN, 

Librarian. 
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For the year ending May 31, 
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APPENDIX "A." 

LIST OF DONORS. 

Val- Pmmph- Nau- 
UBM leu ben. 

AllanMnJT i as ii 

Allan Jesae I 

American Metralo^cal Association 

Ames Free Library 

Astor Librarj 

BalchES I 

BollonCE 

Boston Public Library 

Boyd Hon J E 37 

Bradford Academy 

Brett W H 

Broatch W J 67 

Brockton Public Ijbrary 

Bronson Library 

Brooklyn Library 

Canada, Royal Society of I 

CatlenW W i 

Chase C Clement I 

Chicago Public Library 

Chicago University 

Chicago, Rock Island Railway Co i 

Cincinnati Public Library 

Cincinnati, University of 

CUrk« Robert 

ConneU W J 52 

Cooper Blanche 1 

Council Bluffs (la.) Public Library 

Creighton College 

Cronnie Hon L 

Cronden F M 

Denver Mercantile Library 

Denver Public Library 

Denver Real Estate and Stock Exchange 

Des Moines Public Library I 

Detroit Public Library 

Dover {N. H.) Public Library 

Enoch Pratt Free Library 

Fletcher Free Library (Burlington, Vt.) 

Folger MrsM L S 

Goodman C F 
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Harvaid University 

Indianapolis Public Library 

Iowa State Agricultural College 

Jackson J H 

Jersey City Public Library 

Kansas Stale Hisloricai Society 

Lawrence (Mass.) Public Library 

LeachE O 

Lehmer J R 

Leland Stanrord Jr UniTersity 

1.0S Angeles Public Library 

Lowell (Mass.) Public Library 

Lynn (Mass.)- Public Library 

Macdonald A 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Minneapolis Public Library 

Morse Institute, (Natick, Mass) 

Nebraska State Board of Agriculture 

Nebraska Stale Historical Society 

Nebraska Slate Horticultural Society 

Nebraska University 

Newark Free Public Library 

Newberry Library 

New York University 

Nolson Mrs Ida R 

Ohio Archxological and Hisloricai Society . 

Olsen Theo, Cily Comptroller 

Umaba National Bank 

Patterson (N. J.) Public Library 

Peabody Institute, (Baltimore) 

' Pcattic R B 

Pctle W A Jr 

Perine PL 

Philadelphia Academy of Sciences 

Philadelphia Apprentices' Library 

Philadelphia Library Company 

Pope A A 

Pratt Institute 

Providence (R, I.) Public Library 

Reyer Edw 

Rosewater Andrew, City Engineer 

Savage Mrs Lucy 

Sawin J M 

ScrantOQ Public Library 

Scribner's Sons 
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SpribgfieM (Mass. ) Public Library 

St. Louis Mercantile Library 

St. Louis Public Library 

St. Paul (Minn.) PubUc Library 

Stone R M 

Taunton Public library 

Tomlinson Mrs F 

Toronto Public Library 

Tuft's Library (Weymouth, Mass.) 

Union Pacific Railway Passenger Department 

Unknown 

WallaceJL 

Wallace Mrs Wm 

Warder Public Library, Springfield, Ohio 

Washington, D. C. Various Departments , 

Wilkinson Dr G E 

~ Wilmington (Del.) Institute 

Wisconsin Stale Superintendent of Public Instruction . 

Worcester Free Public Library 

Yale College 
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APPENDIX "B." 



LIST OF PERIODICALS CURRENTLY RECEIVED. 

American Anthropologist Washington Quarterly 

American Ai chitect and Building News Boston Weekly 

American Art Printer New York .... Mtjnlhly 

American Builder and Wood- Worker New York Monthly 

American Chemical Journal Baltimore Monthly 

American Gardenine New York Monthly 

American Journal of ArchiEology. Boston Quarterly 

American Journal of Ubsletrics New York Monthly 

American Journal of Philology Baltimore Quarterly 

American Journal of Psychology Worcester... . . . Quarterly 

American Machinist New York Weekly 

American Naturalist Philadelphia Monthly 

American Notes and Queries Philadelphia. .. .Weekly 

Andover Review Boston Monthly 

Annals of the American Academy of Political and 

Social Science. Philadelphia Bi-Monthly 

Architect London Weekly 

Architectural Review Boston Monthly 

Arena, The New York Monthly 

Army and Navy Journal New York Weekly 

Art Amateur New York Monthly 

Art Interchange New York Monthly 

Art, L' Paris Fortnightly 

Astronomy and Astro Physics Northfield Monthly 

AthenEum London Weekly 

Atlanta Constitution Atlanta Weekly 

Atlantic Monthly. Boston Monthly 

Black and While London Weekly 

Blackwood's Magaiine Edinburgh Monthly 

Book Buyer New York Monthly 

Book Chat New York Monthly 

Boston Advertiser Boston Daily 

Boston Public Library Bulletin Boston Quarterly \ 

British Medical Journal London Weekly 

Cassell's Magazine of Art London Monthly 

Century Magazine New York Monthly 

Chautauquan Meadville, Pa, ..Monthly 

Chemical News London Weekly 

Chicago Herald Chicago Daily 

Chicago Tribune Chicago Daily 
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Cincianati Commercial -Gazette Cmcinnali Daily 

Congressional Record Washington Daily 

Consular Repoits. Washington Monthly 

Contemporary Review London Monthly 

Co-operative Index to Periodicals New York Annual 

Cosmopolitan New York Monthly 

Critic New \'ork Weekly 

Decorator and Furnisher New York Monthly 

Denver Republican Denver Daily 

Dial " Chicago Monthly 

Edinburgh Review London (Quarterly 

Education Boston Montlily 

Edncati'>nal R(vi<w NewYork». ,,, .Monthly 

Electrical World New York Weekly 

Engineer London Weekly 

Engineering. London Weekly 

Engineering News New York Weekly 

Engtiiih Illustrated Magazine New York Monthly 

English Notes and Queries London Weekly 

Elude New York Monthly 

Far and Near New York Montlily 

Figaro Paris Weekly 

Forest and Stream New York Weekly 

Forloightlf Review London Monthly 

Forum New York Monthly 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Weekly New York Weekly 

Garden and Forest New York Weekly 

Garlenl ube. Die. Leipzig. Weekly 

Gildthwaite's Geographical Magazine New York Monthly 

Harpar's Bazar New York Weekly 

Harper's Magazine New York Monthly 

Harper's Weekly NewYork Weekly 

Harper's Young People New York Weekly 

Harvard Graduate's Magazine Boston Quarterly 

Hickcox Monthly Catalogue of United Slates 

Publications Washington Monthly 

Illustrated London News London Weekly 

Irrigation Age, The Denver Fortnightly 

Johns Hopkins University Studies Baltimore Monthly 

Journal of American Folk-Lore Boston Quarterly 

Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry London Monthly 

Journal of United Labor Philadelphia .... Weekly 

Kansas City Journal Kansas City .... Daily 

Kindergarten Chicago Monthly 

Kolnische Zeituog. Cologne Weekly 

■ Ivies' Home Journal Philadelphia Monthly 

Ubrary Journal NewYork Monthly 
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Life NewYork Weekly 

Lippincott's Magazine Philadelphia Monthly 

LileraryNews NewYork Monthly 

Literary World Boston Forlnighlly 

LiHell's Living Age Boston Weekly 

London Graphic London Weekly 

London Times I/>ndon Weekly 

Louisville Courier- Journal Louisville Daily 

Magazine of American History New York Monthly 

Medical Record New York Weekly 

Musical Courier NewYork Weekly 

Nation NewYork . Weekly 

National Car and Locomotive Builder New York Monthly 

National Magazine New York Monthly 

Nature London Weekly 

Nebraska Tribune (German) Omaha Weekly ^ 

Nebraska State Journal Lincoln Daily 

New England Magaiine Bbston Monthly 

New Orleans Times- Democrat New Orleans . . . Weekly 

New World New York Quarterly 

New York Tribune New York Daily 

NewYork World NewYork Daily 

Nineteenth Century London Monthly 

North American Review New York Monthly 

Official Gazette of the U. S. Patent Office Washington Weekly 

Omaha Bee (Morning Edition) Omaha Daily 

Omaha Bee (Evening Edition) Omaha Daily 

Omaha Clinic Omaha Monthly 

Omaha Excelsior Omaha Weekly 

Omaha World-Herald {Morning Edition) Omaha : Daily 

Omaha World- Herald (Evening Edition) Omaha Daily 

Outing NewYork Monthly 

Overland Monthly San Francisco . , Monthly 

Philadelphia Times Philadelphia .... Daily 

Philosophical Review Boston Bi-Monlhly 

Political Science Quarterly New York Quarterly 

Popular Science Monthly New York Monthly 

Portfolio London Monthly 

Portland (Oregon) Oregonian Portland Daily 

Public Opinion Washington .... Weekly 

Publishers Weekly New York Weekly 

Quarterly Journal of Economics Boston Quarterly 

<3aarterly Review London Quarterly 

Railroad and Engineering Journal New York Monthly 

Review of Reviews London Monthly 

Revue des deuK Mondes Paris Fortnightly 

St. Louis Globe- Democrat St. Louis Daily 
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St. Nicholai New York Monthly 

SiD Francisco Chronicle San Francisco . . Daily 

Saturday Review London Weekly 

Science Cambridge Weekly 

Scientific American New York Weekly 

Scientific American Supplement New York Weekly 

Scribner's Midline New York Monthly 

Sunday Magazine London Monthly 

Ueber Land und Meer Stuttgart Weekly 

University Extension Journal London Fortnightly. 

Washington Star Washington .... Weekly 

Western Electrician Chicago Weekly 

Westminster Reraw London Monthly 

Wide Awake,., Boston Monthly 

World's Columbian Exposition Illustrated Chicato Monthly 

Youth's Companion Boston Weekly 



THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) 
Douglas Countv, ) 

Lewis S. Reed, President of the Board of Directors of the Omiha Public 
LibTa.ry. being duly sworn, says that the foregoing report is true as he verily 
believes. 

Lewis S. Reed. 

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this 24th day of June, 
A. D. 1893. 

W. H. S. Hughes, 

Notary Public, 



